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Christmas
Eve
in
Bethlehem
. . . My thoughts were interrupted by a gentle tug at my elbow.
Turning, I found myself looking into the face of a small, elderly
peasant woman. She was attired in an ankle-length, shabby, black
wool coat that was soaked from her pilgrimage through the Bethlehem
streets. A soggy black kerchief concealed all but a wisp of grey hair,
andframed a deeply linedface etched from years of toil and struggle.
Her friendly smile revealed a mouth of discolored teeth. Two were
missing . . .

HRISTMAS EVE
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IN rSETHLEHEM
by Barbara Day

"You get off!" our bus driver
ordered.
As we stumbled out of the vehicle
into the darkness, a searchlight
slashed through the falling rain, casting ghostly shadows on the ancient
dwellings that loomed on every side.
I clutched my raincoat tightly around
me, hoping by this act to alleviate the
chill that had taken residence within
me. Moving in the direction of the
light, our destination proved to be a
makeshift structure replete with military police. In the hushed dimness,
men and women were separated and
a thorough search was made of our
possessions. Satisfied with their
security check, the guards ushered us
back into the night. Guided by an
illuminated star situated high above
our heads and a faint glow shimmering through a dwarf entrance to the
building towering before us, we continued our walk. As we approached
the mini-door, two soldiers motioned
with their rifles for us to proceed.
Stooping until nearly doubled over,
we stepped into a candlelit narthex
where more soldiers awaited our
arrival. Questioned and searched
again, we were allowed to proceed

Barbara Day is a resident of Fort Erie,
Ontario, where her husband pastors the Riverside Chape! Brethren in Christ Church.
She is the mother of four children who have
provided her the joy of seven grandchildren.
She has served as editor of five
denominational Family Activities Calendars. The incident recounted in this article occurred in
1987 white visiting Israel with a group of
students from Messiah College.
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into the cavernous room where people were assembling.
Christmas Eve in the Church of
the Nativity, Bethlehem.
As our eyes adjusted to the haze
produced by burning incense, my
husband John pointed to a small
stone ledge. "Let's stand there," he
whispered. "The few chairs are occupied and from this elevated position we will have a good view." Our
son Tim joined us.
"It's cold in here. I think they forgot to turn on the heat," remarked
Tim as he adjusted his position to get
a better view past a television cameraman.
"I don't know what I was expecting from an Eastern Church Christmas Eve service in the location that
historically marked Jesus' birth," I
confessed as my eyes drank in the
ancient icons, ornate lamps and other
decor. "I'm sure it wasn't this. There's
hardly anyone here. I thought the
place would be crowded. There must
be more Westerners than natives," I
observed as I quickly sorted through
the crowd.
Just 12 days prior, we had celebrated a North American Christmas
Eve with our congregation in Canada. What a contrast to the scene
before us! Fresh were the memories
of our home church gaily decorated
with evergreen boughs, red velvet
ribbons and twinkling lights. How
the overflowing congregation of
family and friends had sung the
Christmas carols! Children, dressed
in the finest of holiday fashions,
could hardly contain their anticipation of the following day's adven-

tures. Wasn't this how everyone celebrated Christmas Eve, I naively had
thought. A drop of cold rain trickled
down my face and dislodged my
memories. The roof was leaking
where we had chosen to stand!
Magnificent pillars of red limestone, quarried from the surrounding hills, stood around the perimeter
of the church as silent witnesses to
the long history of conflict that had
occurred within its walls. Tonight,
across the front of the sanctuary, the
Armenian, the Coptic, and the Orthodox Churches each continued to
claim their historic right to this
building by simultaneously celebrating the Savior's birth. As the evening
progressed, the rivalry between these
groups escalated. With the pageantry, waving of incense, and intensified singing and praying, the atmosphere seemed to me to be more of a
three-ring circus than a worship
service.
The drops of rain multiplied and I
pulled the hood of my raincoat over
my head. Glancing toward the ceiling, I spied for the first time two
Israeli snipers peering in through a
window near the rafters. The chill
that had begun as we left the bus
now gripped my heart. "Jesus," I
cried, "this is the place where you
were born. Where are you in all of
this?"
Again my thoughts were suspended,
this time by a gentle tug at my elbow.
Turning around, I found myself
looking into the face of a small,
elderly peasant woman. She was
attired in an ankle-length, shabby,
black wool coat that was soaked
3
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from her pilgrimage through the
Bethlehem streets. She smelled unlike
anything that I had previously encountered. A soggy black kerchief
concealed all but a wisp of grey hair,
and framed a deeply lined face etched
from years of toil and struggle. Her
friendly smile revealed a mouth of
discolored teeth. Two were missing.
Motioning with her gnarled hands,
the woman indicated that she was
about to join us on our perch. The
space, which was barely enough
room for three, now accommodated
four. She gibbered something to me,
and I responded with an introduction of our family in English. She
shrugged her shoulders. " D o you
know any English words?" I asked.
"Yes? No? Hello? Good-bye?" I concluded by her lack of response that
she did not understand what I had
asked and, consequently, that we
could not communicate.
Our uninvited guest ignored the
foreigners surrounding her and became enthusiastically immersed in
the Orthodox service directly in front
of us. Swaying back and forth as she
sang the hymns, and clasping her
hands in prayer, her child-like worship held my attention. Without
realizing it, her rapt devotion started
to affect my outlook. Vicariously, I
was beginning to experience this
worship service which, only moments
before, seemed utterly contradictory.
Suddenly, our curious intruder
seemed to sense our interest in what
was happening and initiated a pantomime of each event in the order of
service. When the participants were
about to pray, she would fold her
hands. When it was time for the
priests to walk around the altar, she
would shuffle her feet as she made a
circular motion with her hand. At
one stage, she started pointing to the
ceiling and gesturing towards the
midget entrance. In came an officiallooking person. "I bet he is the
mayor of Bethlehem," Tim speculated, and she clapped her hands in
response. On another occasion, reflecting the tension between the three
religious groups, she waved in the
direction of the others and exclaimed,
"No good!"
The evening was concluding as
Evangelical Visitor

the Patriarch, priests and attendants, magnificently attired in intricately embroidered robes, paraded
around the perimeter of the nave.
Our peasant woman-turned-interpreter, knowing that we would soon
be leaving, faced me. Pointing first
to herself, then to me, she spoke one
word: Love. "I love you," she pantomimed. Before the message of her
actions had time to sink into my
consciousness, she kissed me on the
lips as lovingly as a mother would
kiss her daughter.
Shocked! — Stunned!—Overwhelmed!—were my immediate responses. How dare she kiss me on
the lips! Striving to control my surging anger, I peered at her to rebuke
her. Unchecked tears slid gently
down her rugged cheeks. Arrested
and held captive by her eyes, I
encountered love! She was offering
me, a total stranger, unmerited unc o n d i t i o n a l love. H u m b l e d and
broken by her graciousness, I too

HOLDING
JESUS

A meditation
on
Luke 2:22-35
by Ward Patterson

December 1990

Pointing
first to
herself,
then to
me, she
spoke one
word: Love.
"I love you,"
she pantomimed.
began to weep. Gathering me in her
arms, she gently dried my eyes. We
held each other's face, laughed and
embraced. The absence of a common language was irrelevant. In that
bond of love, words were unnecessary.

The old man sat wistfully thinking
of the promise of Hebrew Scripture—
a Messiah will come. Night after
night he prayed, "O Lord, would
that I might see the Messiah before I
die."
The persistent prayer

Day after day came and went.
Nothing seemed to be happening.
Everything went on as usual. The
politics of the Roman occupation
dominated the thoughts of many of
the citizens of Jerusalem. The grand
ostentation of King Herod filled
many with admiration. The temple
ritual held the attention of other
faithful Jews. The personal intrigues
of the Sanhedrin offered grist for the
gossip mills of the capital. But one
old man had his mind, his thoughts,
and his prayers on the fulfillment of
the ancient promise of God.

Christmas Eve in the Church of
the Nativity, Bethlehem.
I look back and realize that in
those few moments, something mystical took place. God used that peasant woman, whom I readily could
have held at arms length, to portray
another pantomime of profound
meaning. "Jesus," I had asked, "this
is the place where you were born.
Where are you in all of this?" I had
my answer. There, in the face of that
peasant woman, I had seen him.
Furthermore, through her I saw a
depth of lowliness to the humanity
of Jesus previously unrecognized.
He had no beauty or majesty to
attract us to him, nothing in his
appearance that we should desire
him (Isaiah 53:2b). I suspect that,
had he been there in person, I would
have found no more natural affinity
to him than to her. Yet he, like this
woman, has loved and accepted me,
a stranger and foreigner to his grace,
as one of his own.
•

The pious person

To Simeon, his prayer was not
mere ritual. Simeon was a devout
man who knew God through deep
communion with him. The Scriptures tell us that he was righteous,
devout, expectant for the things of
God, and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. What a wonderful testimony
the Scriptures bear of his spiritual
character!
He was righteous, choosing to live
his life doing right, doing the things
that God commanded, living according to the will of God. He was
devout, devoted to the worship of
the only true God. His was not mere
external worship, but worship that
came f r o m the heart. He looked for
the consolation of Israel. He really
believed that what God said would
come to pass would indeed come to
pass. He lived at a time when few
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believed that the promised coming
of the Savior would occur.
In many ways his was a time like
ours. We know that the second coming of Jesus can occur at any moment.
But how many of us factor his coming into our conduct, our expectation, and our prayer life? It had been
centuries since the prophecies had
been made. Day had followed day
with no hint of their fulfillment.
Most people expected the coming of
the Messiah to be some time in the
unforeseeable future—something too
unfocused in prophecy to expect
now, something too complex to pin
one's hopes on.
But Simeon looked for the one
who would bring meaning to Israel's
checkered history, that one who
would console, comfort, and restore
Israel. Simeon was heavenly minded.
His prayers were not for personal
success. So far as we know, his prayers did not focus on blessings for his
children or grandchildren. He did
not seek after God with the hope
that such devotion would make him
a wealthy and prosperous businessman. He prayed for the coming of
the Savior.
We are told that the Holy Spirit
was upon him. We are not told just
what that meant in his life. We know
that he was righteous, devout, and
expectant. Those traits tell us how he
approached his relationship with
God. I think the expression, "The
Holy Spirit was upon him" suggests
God's response to Simeon's heart of
faith. God came to reside in him
through His Spirit.
Day after day Simeon prayed
with no evidence of answer. Like
many of us who pray the Lord's
Prayer, he prayed, "Your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as
it is in Heaven." Day after day it
seemed that God was silently going
6

about his business with no regard to
Simeon's prayer.

who were brought daily by their parents into the temple for dedication.

The phenomenal prophecy

The patient perseverance

Then one day, instead of the usual
silence, God replied to him. We are
not told precisely how that occurred.
Was it an angel that spoke to him,
telling him that he would not die
before the prayer of his heart was
realized? Was it in a dream that the
truth of the imminence of the Messiah was announced? Or was it an
inner voice that told him he would
soon see the promised one?
We can only guess what that revelation meant to Simeon. Did he tell
others what God had revealed to
him? Did he display that all-toohuman trait of trumpeting what he
alone knew? Was he able to resist the
temptation to pride that being "in
the know" so often brings with it?
Did he run home to tell his wife and
children what God had revealed to
him? Did he tell the priests to be on
the alert, that something unusual
and phenomenal was soon to transpire?
If he did proclaim all this, how
was it received? Was he laughed at
by those who prided themselves on
being able to read the signs of the
time? Was he ignored when he
claimed revelation from the Holy
Spirit? Was he merely tolerated by
his family? Did the people who
expected everything to go on day
after day as usual laugh at him
behind his back? Or did they search
the Scriptures eagerly to know what
to look for in the coming days?
I suspect that if he revealed his
God-given knowledge to others, it
was received with skepticism. He
may well have realized this and
merely kept to his usual devotional
routines, quietly looking for the Messiah among the many male children

How expectant his days suddenly
became! Did he station himself at a
strategic location, a place where all
parents passed with their newborn
sons in their arms? Did he look
deeply into the faces of the mothers
and fathers, looking for some sign
from God that this was indeed the
couple he was awaiting? Or did he
close his eyes in prayer in some
corner of the temple compound,
awaiting that inner voice that would
tell him to rise up and go to meet the
baby king?
We are not told the mechanics of
the meeting, only that "he came in
the Spirit into the temple." What a
wonderful expression that is! He
came to the temple filled with the
Spirit of God, alive to the truths and
the working of God, expectant for
the things of God. We have seen that
his normal life was like that. His
prayer life had prepared him to hear
the answer of God and to experience
the leading of God.
The fateful day came at last. In
many ways it was a day like any
other. Most of the people who were
in the temple that day did not know
that anything special was happening. The priests went about their
activities as on any other day. The
Roman soldiers kept order as usual.
Outside the temple, people ate their
meals in their homes, gossiping about
the weather and correcting their
children. It was a normal, typical
day for almost everyone. But for a
man "in the Spirit" in the temple, it
was the most important day of his
life. It was the day he had been praying for. It was the day he had been
hoping for. It was the day all Israel
had been awaiting. And it came virEvangelical
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Let this Christmas be for us, as it was for Simeon,
an encounter with Jesus. Let us use this
occasion to hold Christ more firmly
and lovingly to our hearts.
tually ignored by everyone except a
few very humble, very ordinary, very
uninfluential folk.
What did Mary and Joseph think
when this old man came up to them
with this radiant look on his face and
took the baby f r o m His mother's
arms? Were they ready to call the
temple guard? Or did they sense the
Holy Spirit in this man? By now they
were accustomed to strange people
coming out of nowhere to marvel at
their son. Simeon held the baby to
his heart. He looked down into that
little face and looked at those little
hands grasping his blanket. Tears
must have come to his eyes. He
prayed:
Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy
bond-servant depart
In peace, according to Thy word;
For my eyes have seen Thy salvation,
Which T h o u hast prepared in the
presence of all peoples,
A LIGHT O F REVELATION
TO THE GENTILES,
And the glory of Thy people
Israel.
The elements of celebration

In Simeon we find a number of
elements which should fill our celebration of the birth of Christ. First
of all we find prayerfulness. In the
midst of all the trash and tinsel of the
commercialization of Christmas, we
need to draw closer to God in prayer.
It is a time for excitement in God,
trust in the promises of God, and
exhilaration in c o m m u n i o n with
God.
For Simeon, the birth of Jesus
was preeminently a time for thanksgiving. It was a reminder, as the
Christmas carol puts it, "God is not
dead, nor doth he sleep." God is
active in the present as well as in the
past. His will intrudes into human
December 1990

history. His promises come to pass.
Simeon rejoiced that he had been
given the opportunity, in his lifetime, to see the Savior. That should
be a source of profound thanksgiving in our lives during this season.
We have been given opportunity to
hold Jesus to our hearts. Though we
may be failures in the eyes of most of
the world, if we have held Jesus in
our minds and hearts we will not
have lived in vain.
Simeon said, "Now I can die in
peace." This certainly implies that he
felt that he had accomplished his
life's goal. As many of us age, there is
a gnawing feeling that we have not
really accomplished what we desired
for our lives. There is a feeling of
failure and misplaced emphasis that
often haunts us as we approach the
end of days. But Simeon realized
that his life was now complete. Holding Jesus brought meaning, fulfillment, contentment, and peace. So it
should also be for us.
The birth of Christ reminds us
that God has intervened in human
history and neutralized the sting of
death. He has brought the peace that
comes with the knowledge of our
salvation. Those who have clasped
Jesus to their hearts need no longer
approach death with fear, resentment, remorse, and dread. God's gift
of his Son has assured us of everlasting life. Let us think of this at this
Christmas season.
Peace comes with recognition of
salvation in Christ. To Simeon, that
realization came with joyous power
as he blessed God, held Jesus to his
breast, and contemplated the wonder
of God's ways. All of this brought
amazement to the parents of the little baby Simeon held in his arms.
This brief scene in the temple must
have been burned deeply into the
memories of Joseph and Mary who

were entrusted with the rearing of
that one of whom even the angels
sang.
But there was a shadow in the
words of this devout man who held
Jesus in his arms. Simeon said that
the baby was appointed "for a sign
to be opposed." Jesus would reveal
the thoughts of many hearts, for
good or for evil. People would be
divided over him. The question of
our reaction to Jesus is the most
important question of life. The babe
in arms, God's gift of love, became
the suffering servant, the dying King,
and the risen Lord.
So then, let this Christmas be for
us, as it was for Simeon, an encounter with Jesus. Let us use this occasion to hold Christ more firmly and
lovingly to our hearts. Let us bless
God for his wonderful gift. Let us
use the season as an occasion for
prayer and thanksgiving. Let us experience the peace that comes f r o m
knowing the salvation of God. Let
us be illuminated by the light of
God. Let us rejoice in God's glorious
presence with us in Christ.
Let us marvel that Jesus, who was
incarnated in the body of a baby,
seeks to be incarnated in our own
lives as well. Joy to the world, the
Lord is come! Let earth receive her
King. Let every heart prepare him
room. And heaven and nature sing.
Amen.
•

Ward Patterson is campus minister with
Indiana
University
Campus
Ministry,
Bloomington,
Indiana. This article first appeared in the Christian Standard.
Scripture quotations
ican Standard Bible.
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Seriously involve yourself in the city?

I'll bet
you'd love it
by Mark D. Reinert

Think with me for a moment
about the word "city." What does it
conjure up in your mind? Are words
like traffic, crime, homeless, pollution, AIDS, greed, drugs your first
thoughts? Did any more positive
words come to mind, like excitement, people, cultures, opportunity?
Did words expressing needs come to
mind—loneliness, despair, hunger,
pain?
My experience is that most people
who haven't lived in the city view it
with fear. Although the excitement
of a city like New York draws them,
many seldom even visit the city
because of their fear. Healthy precaution is wise. But a fear of the
unknown so great it prevents me
from exploring that unknown seems
narrow-minded, even irrational.
Having lived in very remote places,
suburbia and more recently the city,
I've come to recognize several misleading attitudes which prevent many
from enjoying and involving themselves in the city.
First is a belief that the city is
inherently evil. Consider that in the
Bible the word city occurs 1200
times and that 119 different cities are
named. The Bible also records many
good things which happened in cities. Revelation 21 speaks of heaven
as a city. Christianity itself began in
Mark Reinert has served at the Bronx VS
unit in New York. He is presently
under
assignment with the Latin Evangelical Outreach serving in New York City. Copyright ®
1990 by Mark D. Reinert.
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a city. The spread of Christianity
was quickened because it was spread
throughout the Roman empire city
by city along the trade routes. Paul
was without doubt an urban missionary. Most of his letters were
directed to urban churches.
In the Old Testament, Joseph,
seldom thought of as an urbanite,
was one of the first urban missionaries. The cities were strategic for his
plan of storing grain for the famine
(Genesis 41:48). A period of urbanization probably occurred during the
famine. Having run out of money,
the people sold their land to Pharaoh in exchange for food and moved
to the cities (Genesis 47:21).
Even the history of the English
language won't let us off the hook.
The words civil and civilized come
from the Latin term civis meaning
city dweller. The word urbane, describing someone who is courteous
and polite, is rooted in the Latin urb
meaning city.
Another harmful stereotype is that
the city is too dangerous. Few will
deny that crime exists in the city. It is
true that violent crime is proportionately greater in urban areas. But
all is not as it seems. A recent TV
documentary reports that in New
York City there was less violent
crime in 1989 than in 1988.
Even the crime statistics are sometimes colored by white, middle-class
ethnocentrism. White-collar crime—
like embezzlement, price fixing and
fraud—is more common among

whites and is concentrated in suburban and upper-class areas. Whitecollar crime can seriously affect large
groups of people, especially when
perpetrated by large corporations or
in densely populated areas. Yet this
is usually disregarded in discussions
of the demographics of criminal
activity. We tend to limit our definition of serious crime to the less frequent individual acts of violence
against another person. Yet if we
were less individualistic and more
c o m m u n i t y oriented, we would
probably feel threatened by whitecollar crime.
We also need to come to grips
with the prejudice that plays a part in
our collective thinking. Anyone different from us has always been suspect in this country. Even Benjamin
Franklin viewed Pennsylvania's
German immigrants with hostility.
Today blacks and Hispanics are
blamed for much of the crime in this
country. These groups may have
higher crime rates. But they are also
more prone to arrest. Lack of educational and economic opportunities
may aggravate the situation. When a
middle- or upper-class person breaks
the law, he may get off easier because
of his appearance or status in the
community. He also may have—and
use—the opportunity to buy himself
out. Compare that to the plight of
poor urbanites who are often arrested
for lesser charges and jailed without
adequate legal counsel.
continued

on page 11
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Window on the city
.by Freeman Miller

Ever since the days of Thomas
Jefferson, there has been a deep antiurban bias infecting the American
society. Many today would agree
with Jefferson that cities are "pestilential to the morals, the health, and
the liberties of men," and associated
with crime, vice, and disease. The
American dream seems to include an
escape to the suburbs with a concomitant thumbing of the nose at the
cities.
But is this a Christian attitude?
How does God view the cities of the
world? Is it really fair to portray God
as the creator of rivers, trees, flowers, birds, and rainbows, and Satan
as the creator of cities? A missions
executive recently exclaimed at a
missions conference, "God made the
country, and man made the suburb.
But the devil made the city." A careful reading of the Bible and of history show this attitude—all too prevalent even in the church—be an
unfortunate distortion of the truth.
God so loved the cities that he gave
Freeman Miller is director of student life
at the Philadelphia campus of Messiah College, and writes out of a background
of
urban pastoral experience.
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his only son . . . And when that
son was incarnate on this planet he
was known to weep over cities (Lk.
19:41).
Christians have not always felt so
negative about cities. When the early
Anabaptist leader George Blaurock
faced expulsion from Zurich for
being too radical in his preaching
and evangelizing, he told the officials he would rather die than leave
the city. This is a striking contrast
from many today who think the
obvious solution to the problems of
the city is to flee. But Jesus gave
explicit instructions to flee from one
city to the next (not to the woods or
suburbs) in case of persecution. Paul
and many other early missionaries
purposely targeted the urban population centers for preaching the gospel. And D. L. Moody claimed that
if we don't reach our cities for Christ,
we will not be able to carry out the
great commission.
But, as Donald McGavran (father
of the Church Growth Movement)
admits in one of his books, "After

150 years of modern missions, the
plain fact is that churches have not
done well in most cities of Afericasia. The great movements to Christ
have taken place among country
people"(1970, Understanding Church
Growth). By now over half the
human race lives in cities, but few of
the hundreds of American missionaries see the Bible or the world
through urban eyes.
Reading the Bible from an urban
perspective can be quite an eyeopener! For example, do you realize
that the first murder appears in the
Bible before the first city? (It happened on a farm, at that!) Would
you believe that there are over 1,400
references to cities in Scripture, but
the word "farm" occurs only once?
When all the cities of the Bible are
listed objectively, there seem to be as
many positive as negative references.
For example, why do we think immediately of Sodom and Gomorrah
and forget the cities of refuge, Jerusalem (old and new), and even
Nineveh—where an entire population repented and turned to God?
We have no models for the rural
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I'll bet you'd love it
church in the New Testament, only
urban. And according to Revelation
21 and 22, we are all destined to
become urbanites (unless we choose
the alternative).
What causes cities? Why do they
mushroom at uncontrollable rates
around the world today (a new Chicago is added every month)? We had
better learn how to embrace the city
as God's opportunity for the church
today and again allow the mustardseed of the gospel to turn whole cities
right-side-up as in New Testament
times—or face the very real possibility of our growing irrelevance or
even extinction as Christians.
Today's mega-cities provide an
exciting challenge for young professionals and entrepreneurs; the multicultural mosaic or urban populations can be the most dynamic place
on earth to live out our faith, raise
our families, and build our churches.
If we believe that Jesus is the
answer—but not in the cities—we
need to read our Bibles and our
church history once more. Worldclass cities are waiting for worldclass Christians—sharp, trained,
articulate, committed—to use their
skills and professions as vehicles for
spreading the yeast, salt, and light of
the gospel downtown, uptown, and
out of town. "You will be my witnesses [first] in Jerusalem. . . ." •

continued from page 9

And yet it is still easy to feel fear. I
feel it when I hear on the news that a
young tourist from Utah was killed
in a subway station where I've been
numerous times. Or when I meet a
man at the grocery store who confides in me that he has been mugged
in the parking lot several times. I
know the facts. I know the media
often over-sensationalizes violent
crimes. I also know that I have the
Lord as my protection—what better
protection could I get anywhere?
But somehow, that knowledge isn't
always very comforting.
As a Christian, this is where the
rubber meets the road. If I believe I
have a responsibility to God to be a
part of his work in the city, then I
attempt to act wisely to decrease the
risk of being victimized. And at that
point I leave the rest in God's hands.
If my fear conquers my faith, then
perhaps I should leave the city. So,
my faith is stretched by living in the
city.
Another dangerous but common
attitude is that there is no hope for
the city. But what do we mean by
hope? Hope for the spiritual problem—alienation from God? Or hope
for physical-social problems? Speaking strictly of the physical-social
problem, it might be possible to
make a case that there is no hope.
But Christ is our hope! Whoever
believes in him will be saved. "Whoever" includes the poor, the needy,
the urbanite, the criminal—in other
words, everyone! And even if our
priority in ministry is a person's spiritual condition, physical needs won't
automatically go untouched. A life
truly committed to Christ will experience change in all areas, not just
the spiritual.
No, the effects of sin won't be fully
erased in this world, but there is
hope for the city and its needs! Each
week I have the privilege of seeing
how God is working in the lives of
urbanites. Just today I came across
the testimony of a former drug dealer
who has accepted Christ and started
down the road to recovery. Another
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new Christian, a prisoner, wrote
recently expressing his faith, saying
that he and his Christian friends
"don't have a Bible, but we also leave
that in the Lord's hands. He'll provide us with everything we need." A
young couple who attend the same
church as I do were at one time
involved in drugs and unable to care
for their children. But they have
found new lives in Christ. It was an
exciting Sunday when the young
husband, who is also partially handicapped, was granted a local minister's license as a step in his pursuing
God's call to the ministry.
Not every story ends this happily.
But failure is not final. God has
called us to faithfully serve him, not
necessarily to achieve our definition
of success.
Over 100 million people in this
country are unchurched, most of
them living in cities of 50,000 or
more. That's nearly the total population of all the states east of the Mississippi River, except New York
State. It's also equivalent to the
population of Japan or Brazil. One
authority calls them unevangelized—
not simply unchurched—meaning
that they have not had the opportunity to hear the gospel message in
their own language in a culturally
relevant way.
Realizing how great the needs are
in the cities of North America, will
you choose to learn more and to
seriously involve yourself in the city?
Will you encourage that person in
your church who has shown an
interest in the city? Will you pray for
the city? Will you get to know and
stand behind urban missionaries and
tentmakers, and the ministries they
represent? Will you go to minister in
the city for a weekend or a vacation,
a year or a lifetime? Sure, it will take
some adjustments and sacrifices. But
in the long run, I bet you'd love it
and be glad you came.
We all have a choice. Like Jonah
we can ignore God's concern for the
city. Or we can follow God's guiding
and let him demonstrate his love for
the city through us. What will your
choice be?
•
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And the
bishop got
involved
by Ron Slabaugh

On June 4, 1990 we began a project of major undertaking at the
Mooretown church—construction of
a 9,000 square foot addition to the
original building which is approximately half that size. We are adding
a new sanctuary on the first floor
level and a new fellowship hall on
the lower level. We are tripling our
floor space in the process and we are
attempting to do all of this with
volunteer labor.
Yes, I said, volunteer labor. Many
laughed at us and said it couldn't be
done. In this the last decade of the
20th century, the concept of a do-ityourself—or more appropriately, a
church-raising—project is considered
just not possible anymore. As a
small rural congregation, we felt this
was the only way that we could
afford to build what would be needed
to take us into the 21st century. As I
have told many folks who stop by
and marvel at what is happening
here, "We are trying to build a
$350,000 facility for $200,000." We
were told that 55 percent of the cost
of construction is in labor and we are
trying to eliminate virtually all of
that. Up to this point we have spent
$75,000 and less than $ 1,000 of this is
labor, so we are on track.
A retired gentleman who is a
licensed builder moved on site for
three m o n t h s this s u m m e r and
donated all of his time to overseeing
the project. To date more than 25
different men have donated their
Ron Slabaugh pastors
congregation in Sandusky,

the
Mooretown
Mich.

time to make this project go. The
single greatest one-day effort was on
a Saturday in late September when
21 men showed up to put up all the
trusses and sheet the entire roof with
1 / 2" decking. We had men from 4
different denominations present here
that day—Mennonites, Free Methodists, Lutherans, and United Methodists. It was truly a unique community effort. Which brings me to
the part of the story that initiated
this article.
Our new bishop, Glenn Ginder,
was scheduled to be here on Sept. 4.
At that point we did not yet have the
walls up entirely. When he got here
and saw the magnitude of the project
and how it was being done, he was
impressed. We kiddingly told him
that we have had all kinds of persons
help us on this project—some from
professional pursuits, some not.
We've had men come from out of
state—even as far away as Illinois—
but we've never yet had a bishop
offer to help us on this project. To
our interest and surprise he responded
affirmatively and indicated that he
would like to give some time. He
thought he had some clothes along
that could serve for construction
work. Sure enough, the following
morning there he was at work right
on time. He indicated that he was
not exactly skilled labor, but he
thought surely he could handle something. And as we talked it seemed
that a caulking gun would be just
right for this special man of the
cloth. And so we started in.
As we worked, I thought, this is

indeed unique. Here I am as pastor
working with my new bishop, side
by side in blue jeans, doing manual
labor. Needless to say, I was impressed! Our denominational logo
containing the towel and basin does
indeed have meaning, even for
bishops. At the outset that morning
he said, "IH do whatever I can to
help out" and that he did. We had a
good time talking and sharing as we
worked. He learned a lot more about
me and I learned a lot about him. It
was a good day.
You know, I'm glad to be a part of
a denomination where even the
bishop is willing to don blue jeans
and get involved. There was no oneupmanship here. We worked side by
side with yet a third person, one of
our farmer brethren, building a house
of worship to the glory of God. After
all, isn't that what brotherhood is
really all about?
Bishop Glenn, my hat's off to you!
Thank you for helping us in our project. And do you know what? I
learned of a special secret ambition
that Glenn has never had fulfilled.
His secret desire as a pastor was to
someday build a church with a steeple that would be lit from the inside
so it would glow at night. When ours
arrived we tried putting a light on the
inside to help him fulfill his dream,
but it failed. The light revealed all
the infrastructure. It looked more
like an illuminated skeleton than a
beautiful religious symbol. So maybe, just maybe, someone else reading
this article can help fulfill your dream
someday, brother Glenn.
But we do thank you for getting
involved and I'm glad to know that
even a bishop will "don a towel and
help wash feet."
•
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Dear Dad,
Ijust thought I would send a letter to
you along with an essay I have written
for a class. The reason I have decided to
send you a copy of this essay is twofold.
First, it deals with some knowledge that
you imparted to me at an early age,
whether you are aware of it or not. It is
not something that I have ever discussed
openly with you because of the "implicit
understanding"mentioned in the essay.
I have always respected your silence
about your experiences in the war and I
think that your silence about it has
spoken volumes to me about the trauma
of your experience. Your silence on the
subject has more effectively underscored
the misery of war than any story could
have. I would like to think that the minimal bit of communication we have had
on the subject has been reinforced by
that same implicit understanding. I realize that, as a parent, you are not often
thanked for, or even aware of, things
that you have taught your children. I
would like to amend that injustice. As I
hope is evident in the essay, you have
taught me a valuable lesson about war,
perspective and perception.
Thank you,
Burnie

Thunder hammered roughly at
the old house, making the floor
quiver and the windows chatter in
their loose frames. I shivered occasionally because of the thunder and
the draft that slipped around the
weathered sill. On these afternoons,
I sought refuge in the extra bedroom
where my family piled the collection
of vague memories, battered toys,
and boxes of semi-precious artifacts.
It was on one such afternoon that I
came across my greatest treasure:
the medals my father had received in
Vietnam.
I was a young boy of 11 and at
that age war contained all the elements guaranteed to intrigue me:
violence, death, heroism, and man-

Burnie Whittington is a third-year education major at the University of Northern
Colorado and attends the Mountain View
Brethren in Christ Church. His father, Garland Whittington,
pastors the
Christian
Union congregation in Garrett, Ind.
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"What did you do
to win these?"
by Burnie Whittington

hood. I had always known that my
father was in the war, but there was
an implicit understanding that the
subject was delicate and volatile, and
I had instinctively avoided it. Now
the medals released all my unconscious thoughts of my father. He had
been in Vietnam. He was a hero. I
pictured a daring figure running
through the jungle, dodging Fourthof-July explosions to save the lives
of his fallen friends.
I took the medals to my room and
laid the vinyl and velour cases open
on my desk as a voiceless tribute to
that heroic figure. They sat on my
desk for a few days, a silent request
to my father for war stories. I never
heard any. One day my father came
into my room, picked up the medals
and said in a voice tense with the
distant pain of memories, "I had forgotten about these." I mistook his
actions for nostalgia and I asked a
question that must have exposed my
ignorance: "What did you do to win
those?" The question hung in the air
between us. When he finally answered, his voice was quiet and
wavered like a piece of ash disturbed
by the wind. "I killed a lot of men,"
he said simply, closing both the
medal cases and the subject.
I don't remember where or when
my father went after that, but I
remember opening the medal cases

and looking at them differently. I
remember seeing what he must have
seen. I saw that the medals were not
forged f r o m silver and bronze, but
from blood. They weren't something
to take pride in. They didn't give
medals for saving lives. Medals were
awarded for killing. What I had seen
before was the idealized version of
war, the gilded veneer of patriotism,
duty, honor, and manhood, that
covered the scarlet reality beneath.
I learned a disturbing lesson that
day, mistrust. But I learned the crucial skill of looking beyond the vague
ideals touted by politicians to see the
concrete reality underneath—a skill
that is especially suitable in today's
volatile political climate. Operation
Desert Shield and the specter of war
mandate close scrutiny. We must
look beyond the superficial justifications of the government. The federal
government's chief concern in the
Gulf is not justice but oil, that black
fluid pumped through Middle Eastern pipelines and into the veins of
our economy. What politicians see
when they view the crisis is black.
Unfortunately, there is another color
to be considered: red. Oil is not the
only essential fluid at risk here. And
before we begin crating corpses with
gilded medals tacked to their chests,
we must make a decision. Which is
more precious, blood or oil?
•
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MCC U.S. Peace Section
adopts statement on Gulf crisis
Note: The complete text of the statement on the Persian Gulf crisis follows
this article.
Threats of war in the Middle East
were prominent in the minds of Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Peace Section board members as they met at Riverside (Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church
November 1 and 2.
As an expression of their concern, the
board adopted a statement of Christian
response. The statement calls on the
church: to confess a share of responsibility in the crisis; to learn about the complexities of the dispute; to fast and pray
for leaders and victims; and to give public witness to truth and peace as it relates
to the present crisis.

The board also proposed publishing
the statement as part of church-wide
advent observances. "It's more like a
lenten than Christmas celebration,"
noted staff member Alice Price. "But
maybe that's part of the upside-down
nature of our calling."
Although the statement was directed
toward the church, the board also agreed
to send the statement to government
officials along with a cover letter asking
that the government avoid armed conflict in the Persian Gulf.
Other business
The board also discussed a proposal
for a new operating structure, part of a
proposal that came as a result of the
section's two-year evaluation. Options

included reducing the board to an advisory role, though few board members
supported that option.
Members felt the board needed to
retain authority to publish statements
on issues of concern to the church. "This
board has been free to be prophetic,"
observed evaluation task force member
Bev Lord, of Seattle, Wash. Section
member Glendon Blosser added, "We
are the people who have the burden and
responsibility to speak on the issues."
In the end the board approved an
action that made only minor changes in
board structure and membership, and
retained the board's role in setting budget
priorities.
At the recommendation of the board's
nominating committee, the board approved the following officers for the
coming year: Susan Goering of Baltimore, Md., to continue as chair; Maria
Magdalena de Leon of Mathis, Texas,
as vice chair; and Glendon Blosser of
Harrisonburg, Va., continuing as secretary.

MCC U.S. Peace Section Statement on the Persian Gulf Crisis
The call to arms is upon us. Following Iraq's tragic invasion of
Kuwait, the world's armies have gathered in the deserts of the
Middle East. Hundreds of thousands of our fellow citizens have
left families and homes, prepared—if ordered—to fight a devastating war.
In the face of this call to arms, we humbly proclaim our
allegiance to the Kingdom of God and commit ourselves to the
reign of Christ in our lives. We bind ourselves in compassion to all
people, following in the footsteps of Jesus who taught us to love
our enemies. In this spirit, we seek peace and friendship with the
people of Iraq.
In the face of this call to arms, let us join together in prayer and
fasting especially during the four Sundays of Advent, 1990.
1. We pray that the Advent message of peace and goodwill to
all people will take root in our hearts and in our world.
2. We pray for wisdom, restraint and humility for world
leaders.
3. We pray that soldiers on all sides of this conflict will see in
one another the image of God and will thus refuse to kill.
4. We pray that refugees will find homes and means of
support.
5. We pray that those of all nationalities held against their
wishes will be released.
6. We pray for the health of those in the region most vulnerable due to lack of medicine and food.
7. We pray that we will not view the enemies of our nation as
our own enemies.
In the face of this call to arms, we recognize our own need for
learning and confession.
1. We confess that we know little about the people of the
Middle East and the grievances that have led to this conflict.
We have much to learn about longstanding disputes over
borders, religion, access to water and oil, economic trade
and employment.
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2. We confess we are not removed from the roots of this
conflict. The oil resources and economic relationships our
armies defend in the Middle East have helped us lead
prosperous and comfortable lives.
3. We confess that the security and prosperity that our nation's
armies defend tempt us to forget our commitment to trust in
God.
In the face of this call to arms, let us witness to truth and peace.
1. Let us participate in public prayer services for peace.
2. Let us repeatedly urge world leaders not to consider war as
an option for resolving the present crisis.
3. In the spirit of Oil-free Sunday, let us continue to examine
our lifestyles and reduce our oil consumption.
4. Let us use resources of our schools, service agencies and
mission boards to learn more about the people of the Middle East.
5. In the Spirit of Christ, let us send messages of peace and
friendship to the people of Iraq through initiatives such as
Christian Peacemaker Team delegations.
6. Let us continue to support efforts to provide food and
medicine to people in need, including the people of Iraq and
Kuwait as well as evacuees from those countries.
7. Let us continue to use the Christian Peacemaker Registration forms to articulate our convictions about obedience to
Christ's way of peace and conscientious objection to military service.
8. Let us prayerfully consider nonregistration for the draft and
the withholding of the military portion of our tax dollars as
a faithful Christian response to our nation's call to arms.
For study resources on the Middle East and the Persian Gulf
crisis, or for worship aids to use during Advent, contact MCC
U.S. Peace Section, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501; phone (717)
859-1151.
•
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Fellowship of Reconciliation trip
to Iraq successful, Stoner reports
Returning Oct. 26 from a peace advocacy trip to Iraq, a MCC administrator
says he believes all parties involved in
the Middle East conflict want to avoid
war.
"I sense a tremendously deep well of
longing for peace and an unarticulated
search for nonviolent conflict resolution," said John Stoner, MCC Peace
Office interim director, and member of
the Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren in Christ
congregation.
Still, he said, nobody knows if there
will be war in the Middle East. "North
Americans who believe war to be unacceptable must make their voices
heard."
He returned Oct. 26 after spending six
days in the Middle East as an MCC
representative to a Fellowship of
Reconciliation (FOR) delegation. FOR
is a 75-year-old interfaith organization
of people committed to nonviolence.
Stoner said the delegation accomplished the four goals it set out to do.
The group called on all nations to withdraw their military forces to their home
bases; met with Iraqi citizens and political leaders; delivered 1,000 pounds of
antibiotics and vitamins for Iraq and
Jordan; and met with U.S. hostages.
"We accomplished our goal to be in
Iraq as people of peace," Stoner said.
"We are communicating that many
North Americans don't want war but
want a negotiated settlement."
The delegation met with Americans
detained in the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. "We found them under a lot of
stress, tension, worry," Stoner said.
"They were happy to see us and affirmed
our intentions."
Two members of the 20-member FOR
delegation remained in Iraq to try to
arrange the release of more hostages.
The antibiotics and vitamins were
donated to the Iraqi Red Crescent
Society, the Islamic equivalent of the
Red Cross.
Stoner said he heard from Iraqi citizens much "dismay and consternation at
the boycott of food and medicines to
Iraq." He said, "We were told that any
effort to starve people is unworthy of
any self-respecting nation."
Stoner said he could not tell how Iraq
December 1990

had been affected by the embargo.
"From all we saw, Iraq could be food
independent," he said. One exception,
he said, was the lack of infant formula.
The delegation also met with the
speaker of the national assembly, the
first deputy prime minister, and the
heads of the government ministries of
health, religious affairs, finance, and
commerce. Stoner said the country's

leaders do not want war. "I believe that's
why they gave us the time they did," he
said.
Stoner said the Iraqis hoped the FOR
delegation would return to North America with information and viewpoints "so
that the people can base their opinions
on empathy with the Iraqi people."
He cited as example Iraq's territorial
claim to Kuwait. "European nations
have played a major role in dividing
Arab lands and tribes into arbitrary
countries without regard to Arab interests and valid concerns," he said, pointing out that Kuwait had been a British
protectorate until 1961 when the country became independent.
•

Gwen White joins November
CPT delegation to Iraq
Gwen White, Riverside, Calif., is one
of twelve members of a Christian Peacemakers Team (CPT) planning to travel
to Iraq Nov. 21 for a 10-day trip. Team
members will meet with Iraqi citizens
and leaders in an effort to develop
avenues of peace in the Middle East.
According to Gene Stoltzfus, coordinator of the delegation, the trip has
seven goals:
—to visit with families in modest settings to break down the ignorance and
misunderstandings between Iraqis and
North Americans;
—to enter Iraq with a symbolic
amount of humanitarian aid of medicine and/ or food for children, and to
make arrangements for a substantial
shipment of infant formula to follow the
delegation;
—to visit Moslem and Christian religious leaders and sites—such as churches,
mosques, and youth and women's organizations—and to pray with Iraqi
Christians and Moslems for a just peace
in the Middle East;
—to visit non-religious institutions,
such as hospitals and schools, and other
projects of a social, humanitarian, and
academic nature in Baghdad and other
regions;
—to communicate concerns for a just
peace with political leaders in Baghdad;
—to meet with Asian and North
American expatriates and request that
those who are ill be allowed to leave with
the delegation when they return;
—to communicate to a wide audience

the urgent desire of this Peacemaker
Team and supporting denominations
(as well as other concerned North Americans) for a negotiated and peaceful settlement rather than an all-out war.
A mother of four, Gwen is a teacher
and church facilitator for the Riverside
Brethren in Christ Church, where her
husband Rod is pastor. She is also a
member of the Board for Media Ministries of the Brethren in Christ Church.
Three of the delegation members are
from Canada; five have had significant
training and experience in the Middle
East; nearly all have been active in a
variety of peace-making ministries.
The Christian Peacemaker Teams is
an initiative of the Mennonite Churches,
Church of the Brethren, and Brethren in
Christ churches in North America. The
initiative is rooted in these churches'
Anabaptist tradition of witness against
war and institutional injustice.
•

C.P.S. Reunion
The 50th anniversary reunion of
the C.P.S. #18 unit (Denison, Iowa)
will be held Sept. 20-22, 1991, at
the Executive Inn, Evansville, Ind.
If you have not received the announcement by mail, please contact:
C.P.S. #18 Reunion
59503 CR 13
Elkhart, IN 46517
Or phone Charles Cocanower
(219) 875-5276.
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Christmas
in
Cagua
by Gene Madeira
Ruth and I arrived in Cagua on
October 25th, 1989, exactly two months
before Christmas. Every Saturday, practices for the Christmas play were already
in action. First there was the practice by
the children at 4 p.m. of three Christmas
plays. These were led by Rosa Jameson
with help by Eunice Martel. Then Saturday evening there was choir practice
led by Angel Jameson. For 10 weeks
these practices continued. I estimate
that the Jamesons put in more than 60
hours of practice on Saturdays alone.
The week before Christmas when children were out of school, they had practice every day. To Ruth and me it looked
like confusion. What would it be like
Christmas Day? We were not used to
having such confusion in our house.

Then the three-day Christmas program began. On Friday evening, December 22 we had the musical program
directed by Angel Jameson. The program consisted of two choirs—one singing Christmas music in parts accompanied by Susie Gilmore at the organ. The
second part was traditional Venezuelan
Christmas music sung by the Jameson
family and the Ruiz sisters. The choir
had the assistance of Tim Giles, and
Mike Holland as tenors, and myself as
bass.
Saturday was the Children's Christmas Party. Even parents came to join in
the fun. There were carriage rides provided by a neighbor of the Books. There
was the traditional piflata with children
scattering everywhere to pick up candy.
And there was food—lots of cake and
sodas.
But the best part was the Christmas
plays on Sunday. Sponsored by the
Sunday school, the children put on three
plays, one on the birth of Jesus and two
contemporary stories. On the faces of
the parents you could see they were
delighted by their children's performances. What to us was confusing in practice turned into a well-executed play,
thanks to the efforts of Angel and Rosa
Jameson.
•

Top—"Birth of Jesus" scene.
Middle—Food and soda at the
Christmas play.
Bottom—The pinata.
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od aP work; in our world
Exercising our faith
Dennis Barlow—Mtshabezi
Mission
Hospital, Zimbabwe
Recently one of the premature babies
in the hospital became very ill at four
days of age. I was called to see her
because of her "deteriorating" condition. She was cold, gasping for breath
and bleeding from the nose. It seemed
unlikely that she would survive much
longer. I ordered some medications for
the bleeding and for infection, but an
hour later the nurse called me again. The
baby was barely breathing. Since ventilator equipment is not available here,
there was nothing more I could do. As I
explained this to the mother and the
nurse, both began to cry. It is hard to
watch a baby die. Then I said, "All I can
do is pray." I prayed a short prayer (why
is it so hard to pray for the "hopeless"
cases?) and walked out of the ward with
the medical student who was with me,
talking about how hard it is to do
nothing at times. But God responded to
our small kernel of faith. The baby recovered and is now doing well. As I talked
to the mother later, we both knew whom
to thank for this baby!
There have been other answered
prayers. Nyathi is a young man with
tuberculosis and severe heart failure
Who has been in the hospital for months.
A few weeks ago, the chaplain and I
went together to see him; I expected him
to die within a few days, and I wanted to
talk to him about eternity. He could
barely talk to us as I held him up, but he
did say, "I'm a Christian; you can treat
me!" I explained that we were treating
him the best we knew; whether or not he
was a Christian made no difference in
his medical care. We prayed with him
then. Later we were impressed to modify
his treatment. Several days later he was
so much improved that he didn't look
like the same man. He was walking
around, talking and smiling. He could
hardly remember our bedside visit. Since
then, Chaplain Dube has had the opportunity to lead this young man to the
Lord.
The same day we talked to Nyathi,
Chaplain Dube and I also counseled a
man whose blood test had just confirmed that he has AIDS. This man also
accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior.
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Though he cannot look forward to a
long and healthy life, he can look forward to eternal life with Christ. Please
pray with us that we will continually be
exercising our faith, so that it will grow
stronger.

The vision spreads
That a Book—Cagua, Venezuela
At our daily vacation Bible school in
August, there were 63 children registered with a daily average of 60 in
attendance! Can you imagine that many
children crowded into our verandachurch singing at the tops of their
voices? Our own church people gave
good help and support. The following
Sunday we had the final program, to
which we invited parents. Two near
neighbors came; Yodith and Mercedes
had not been to any of our services previously. Miriam, another neighbor, who
had received the Lord only several weeks
earlier, had invited them. Miriam's husband also came. The seed of the gospel
planted in the hearts of these unchurched
children and their parents needs the
watering of our continuing prayers.
We also conducted a daily vacation
Bible school in another barrio, perhaps
five or seven kilometers from here,
where one of our church families lives.
We met in the open courtyard of their
home. Attendance ranged from 22 to 25
children each day. These children are
lively, and discipline was sometimes a

problem. However, on the last day one
of the most problematic boys stood up
and said all four of the memory verses
without help. He hadn't studied them at
home either; he learned them as they
were being presented during the lesson!
Eunice, their teacher, has felt led to continue going to this barrio on Saturday
afternoons to continue a Bible hour with
these children.
Rosa, who had taught the lessons in
our own Bible school here in Corinsa, is
going with me to yet another village on
Saturdays to teach the Bible school lessons to children and their parents and
neighbors. We thank God that the good
news of the gospel is being shared
beyond the bounds of our development.
Pray for those who hear the Word in La
Segundera and Bella Vista.

Armed for the struggle
Doreen Byers—Mangochi,
Malawi
We have often thought of the verses
on spiritual warfare found in Ephesians
6 over the past few months. We have
learned that Matenganya village is one
of the centers of activity for the practice
of witchcraft and magic in this area.
Many people from neighboring villages
would never think of moving here because of fear of the wizards and the
spells they cast. It seems to be Satan's
territory. We are challenged to put on
the full armor of God each day and to
"pray in the Spirit on all occasions with
all kinds of prayers and requests" (Ephesians 6:18a) as we encounter the spiritual
battle taking place. Specifically, we have
had to fight the battle of discouragement often during these past months.
The building of the house is progress-

Exchange program needs sponsors and hosts
Sponsors and hosts are needed beginning in February 1991 for the second
half of MCC's one-year International
Visitor Exchange Program (IVEP).
IVEP is a one-year cultural exchange
for young people from Africa, Asia,
Latin America, and Europe. They usually spend six months at two placements
arranged by MCC in either Canada or
the United States.
This year 96 IVEP participants from
30 countries are living and working in
North America. Their first six-month
semester will end in early February 1991
when the participants will move to a new
placement for another six months.
Participants are qualified for work as

receptionists, secretaries, carpenters,
cabinetmakers, masons, plus work in
greenhouses and on vegetable and fruit
farms, among other vocations.
Sponsors provide work for 40 hours a
week and room, board and spending
money for the participant. Sponsors
also arrange for hosts to give the visitor
a "home away from home" for the
length of the placement. Sponsor and
host can be the same person or family.
If you would like to sponsor or host
an IVEP participant, contact: MCC,
P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500,
phone (717) 859-1151; or MCC Canada,
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T
5K9, (204) 261-6381.
•
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ing slowly but surely. The men hired to
make bricks for us decided not to complete the task. However, enough had
been made to finish the foundation.
Another group of men were hired to
make more bricks for the walls. Much
time in recent weeks has been spent preparing grass to thatch the roof. We are
praying that the house will be finished
before the rains come in November.
Our language study has been going
slowly, though we did learn a lot of
terminology recently related to buying
and preparing grass for the roof! Francis, our language helper, has decided to
go to Bible school as of mid-August.
Pray that we will be able to find a new
person to help us with language.
Knowing that you are praying for us
brings us great encouragement. We have
seen the Lord answering prayer. He has
been giving us wisdom as we deal with
people and with the economic difficulties here. However, we still have a lot to
learn.
We believe that the good news of

Jesus Christ is what the people in our
village need. This fact continues to motivate us in learning the language and in
seeking ways to build friendships.
Thanks for participating in our lives
through your prayers and love.

A new creation
Becky Fretz—Bangkok,
Thailand
Our prayers have been answered! I
have a job beginning October 1 teaching
English at Rangsit College. This is a
well-respected, four-year-old private university located in suburban Bangkok,
about 10 minutes from the Brubakers'
house and 40 minutes from the place 1
share with Shirley. 1 am really excited,
because God provided this job for me in
a special way. When I first inquired at
Rangsit about the possibility of a job, I
was told that no positions were open,
and the director was away for a month.
Meanwhile, the procedures were well
under way for me to be hired at another
university.

Pray for Colombia
by Deborah Patrick
As tensions in the Middle East flare,
and the possibility of war grows, I've
been reminded of another war, one of
which Christians are often unaware.
The creative works of fiction, This
Present Darkness and Piercing The
Darkness, give us a glimpse into this
spiritual world of angels and demons.
Are these works merely fantasy, the
results of a creative imagination? If we
believe so, it is a victory for Satan. How
can a soldier fight if he doesn't believe
the enemy really exists? Christians who
do believe in the devil (and I include
myself in that category) often live as
though we do not. In what ways would
our lives change if we became aware of
Satan's strategies to defeat us?
It has been my experience that most
Colombians do not need to be convinced of the existence and involvement
of Satan. Many have witnessed unexplainable supernatural happenings.
As church planters in this Catholic
country where dabbling in the occult is a

Debbie Patrick, part of the church planting team in Bogota for three years, is currently studying at the School of World Mission in Pasadena, Calif.
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common practice, it is vital to teach new
believers to fight. Unlike earthly wars,
spiritual battles are fought on our knees.
Through prayer, satanic strongholds are
demolished, people are liberated, and
the Lord is glorified. "For though we
live in the world, we do not wage war as
the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world.
On the contrary, they have divine power
to tear down strongholds. We demolish
arguments and every pretension that
sets itself up against the knowledge of
God, and we take captive every thought
to make it obedient to Christ" (2 Cor.
10:3-5). How does one "take captive
every thought"? Through meditation
and memorization of Scripture, and
prayer. These are our weapons. ". . .
put on the full armor of God . . . the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God" (Eph. 6:13, 17).
As church planters in Colombia, we
are able to observe the Lord being glorified as he breaks the bondage of people
living under Satan's oppression.
Janet and Guillermo are a young
couple with a two-year-old son. Both
are professionals, well educated, and
actively involved in the Niza 9 church.
Outsiders would never guess what strug-

In less than a week after I had first
inquired, the director at Rangsit called
me to set up an interview. He couldn't
promise me anything, but he wanted to
tell me about the school. When we met, I
was impressed with the school and the
program. This was the school in which I
wanted to teach. I was able to put off
making a decision about the other university until I heard further from Rangsit. The director called four days after
our interview with the news that the
"powers that be" had actually created a
new position at the school so I could be
hired! I still had to go through the formal application process, including a
formal interview and teaching demonstration. The committee did not keep me
waiting long; within a week of my first
meeting with the director—and within
three weeks of the day I first inquired
about a job there—I was hired by Rangsit College. 1 am praising the Lord and
looking forward to the new things God
has planned for me.
•

gles this young couple has experienced.
Four years ago, Janet threw herself
out of her fifth story window, miraculously surviving the fall and sustaining
only minor injuries to her back. Janet
claimed that voices within her would
often take over and control her, causing
fits of rage and depression. These voices
told Janet to throw herself out of her
window.
Bob Geiger visited Janet in the hospital. Praise God, he led both Janet and
her husband to the Lord. Long nights of
prayer followed with Bob and Carol
Geiger teaching Janet to take authority
over the powers of darkness and rebuke
them in the name of Jesus Christ. Janet
had been harboring bitterness towards
an individual. Such lack of forgiveness
gives ground for evil spirits to work.
With confession and forgiveness through
prayer, the door that had been open to
evil spirits was closed. Janet was freed!
Praise the Lord!
As the Bogota church grows and
Colombians continue to surrender their
lives to Christ, the attacks of Satan
become heavier and more frequent. I
urge you to fight in prayer for your
Colombian brothers and sisters on the
front lines, binding Satan's power with
the authority that we have in Jesus
Christ. And then, read the last few chapters of Revelation, and be encouraged,
for we know who will win the war!
•
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Inaugural meeting for new
Board of Administration
. by R. Donald Shafer, General Secretary
The Board of Administration (BOA)
of the Brethren in Christ Church held its
first meeting following General Conference on Oct. 31-Nov. 2 at the Highland
Brethren in Christ Church, West Milton, Ohio. Since 14 of the 18 voting
members of the board were newly appointed this year and in light of Vision
Planning dynamics, the Wednesday
evening session was an orientation—
perhaps the first of its kind since the
inception of the BOA. The purpose of
the orientation was to share in worship,
learn to know one another, and review
the function of the BOA, the BOA
Executive Committee, and the four general church officers.
In light of General Conference action,
the BOA gave attention to the process
and strategy of implementing the Vision
Planning proposals. This included endorsement of the church's priorities to
develop ways to fulfill the denomination's stated purpose: "to foster a fellowship of believers whose objective is to
worship and obey the triune God and
proclaim His gospel to all people."
Special action was taken to involve
regional conferences in implementing Vision Planning. Regional representatives
will facilitate the best ways for their
areas to be involved. The general church
officers will be at each annual regional
conference meeting. And a task force
was appointed to summarize feedback
and prepare for the 1992 General Conference. The general church officers
produced an outline of events to process
between now and July 1992 as well as a
calendar of meetings to encourage better cooperation and coordination of
meetings.
The board rescinded the action of an
earlier BOA which called for duplication of general church boards at the
regional level. In addition, BOA decided
that the regional conference policy board
should be named "Board of Directors."
(Currently some regional conferences
use the term "Board of Administration"
for such a board, which has caused some
confusion.)
Because of the need to establish priorities within the denomination, BOA
decided to continue a dialogue with the
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various church agencies before approving any new administrative posts.
During each BOA meeting, time is
given to reports from representatives of
each regional conference and each General Conference agency. Since the regional bishops are no longer members of
BOA, the regional conference representatives shared reports and concerns with
a new sense of involvement and responsibility.
In its capacity as Nominating Committee, the BOA accepted three resignations: Judy Keefer (resigned from Board
for Evangelism and Church Planting),
LuAnn Zercher (resigned from Board
for Ministry and Doctrine), and Kirk
Zehnder (resigned from Board for
Brotherhood Concerns). The board

Jk

developed a list of nominees who will be
invited to serve the unexpired terms.
In other business, the board:
—renamed a Doctrinal Task Force to
care for the work on the new Brethren in
Christ doctrinal statement for the 1992
General Conference;
—gave final approval to the names of
three regional conferences: Allegheny,
Southeast, and Susquehanna;
—appointed a planning committee to
work on the location and building of
general church offices during this biennium (see the associated article on this
page);
—authorized the Pension Fund Trustees to find ways to require all congregations to participate in the Pension Fund,
and to continue to explore options for
the Brotherhood Health Plan;
—affirmed the concept of a unified
treasury for all General Conference ministries funded through Cooperative
Ministries;
—named the 1992 General Conference Planning Committee and appointed
Winnie Swalm as the 1992 Convention
Director.
•

\4Ah of 'peace

Did you know that by the year 2000,
it is estimated that 65 percent of the
world's population will live in major
urban areas? Even though by 2000 only
two of the world's "mega-cities" will be
in North America (Greater New York
and Greater Los Angeles), there are
nonetheless many other important urban
centers in North America which are
claiming larger and more culturally diverse portions of the population. When
you think of North American cities, you
think of New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Atlanta, Miami, Denver, San
Francisco, Philadelphia, Dallas, Toronto,
Montreal, Saskatoon, Edmonton, as
well as many other smaller cities.
Will the Brethren in Christ be in those
cities? What will we be doing? How are
we supporting those already in ministry
in the city, and what are our strategies
for increasing our response to the great
needs of our cities?
One of the priorities of the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns for the next biennium is "urban ministries." Asa small
beginning to what we hope will be a
major focus of attention on the city as a

a column for
Christian
peacemakers

place of ministry, we have recently published the first issue of a newsletter on
urban ministry called "City Talk." This
simply and inexpensively produced
newsletter is for the purpose of providing moral and spiritual support for
Brethren in Christ already in urban ministry who often feel isolated from the
Brethren in Christ mainstream and of
keeping the challenge of the city before
the church. We hope that "City Talk"
will include stories and challenges from
the field, ideas for ministry, biblical and
theological reflection on the city, and
personal experiential reflections.
If you'd like a copy of "City Talk" and
would like to be placed on the mailing
list to receive future issues, please write
to Harriet Bicksler, Board for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount
Joy, PA 17552; phone (717) 653-8251.
You are also invited to submit articles or
anecdotes for publication in the newsletter.

The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns.
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Messiah College
donates site for
Brethren in Christ
general offices
The administration of Messiah College and the Board of Administration of
the Brethren in Christ Church recently
released the following joint announcement:
Since the founding of Messiah College in 1909, there has been a long and
mutual relationship with the Brethren in
Christ Church. The church is in the process of developing a general church
office. In the interest of strengthening
the college/church relationship, the college trustees decided to give a tract of
land adjacent to the campus. The church
is grateful for this symbol of the continued mutual support between the college and the church. The site would be
on the left side of the newer entrance as
you come onto Messiah College campus
[before crossing the railroad tracks].

Allegheny Conference
The Abundant Life congregation, Uniontown,
Pa., had their third annual Guess-Who's-Comingto-Dinner on Oct. 20. A Nov. 2-3 retreat was at
Laurelville Center, Mt. Pleasant. • On Oct. 28,
Ken Alexander showed slides of his exploration of
Mt. Ararat in search of Noah's ark to the Air Hill
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • Pastor Benner
of the Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, attended the 11th Annual International Church
Growth Conference in Seoul, Korea, at the world's
largest church. God's Own from Indiana ministered on Oct. 14. • The Pioneer Girls of the Chambersburg congregation had a pancake breakfast
on Oct. 27. On Nov. 11, revival services began with
Ken Hepner.
The Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., recently heard Gene Chase, Wycliffe Bible
translator and teacher at Messiah College, speak
of his short-term service in Peru. • On Oct. 28, a
concert of prayer preceded Nov. 4-11 revival meetings with Ken Gibson at the Five Forks church,
Waynesboro. • On Nov. 18, the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, planned a Christian education emphasis, with the video "The Law of the
Teacher."* On Nov. 18, the Iron Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa., joined with Bethel Mennonite Church to view "The Radicals." • The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation planned Nov. 8-11
revival meetings with Walter Winger of Upland,
Calif.
Revival meetings with Lee Ritchey highlighted
the week of Oct. 15-21 for the Montgomery con-

Air Hill dedicates new sanctuary
On September 9, 1990, many friends
joined the Air Hill congregation for a celebration of dedication for the new sanctuary
which seats about 425 people. The design is
square with the pulpit area in one corner and
four sections of pews forming a semi-circle.
The basement area provides space for 14
classrooms.
The old sanctuary, which was in use for
100 years, has been remodeled into office,
library and nursery areas.
Above, the old sanctuary is seen on the
right, with the new sanctuary in the center.
An all-purpose building, constructed in 1987,
20

is at the far left. Below, the stained glass
window in the chancel.

gregation, Mercersburg, Pa. • The Mt. Rock
church, Shippensburg, Pa., had Rally Day on Oct.
14 with speaker Stanley Cordell and a noon meal.
• The Oct. 13-14 missions weekend of the New
Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., was
climaxed by Arthur Climenhaga's message "The
Challenge of the Harvest." The congregation has
set a goal of a definite number from the church to
go into full-time Christian service by a certain
date. • The Van Lear congregation, Williamsport,
Md., enjoyed ventriloquist Steve Engle on Oct. 14,
Rally Day.

Atlantic Conference
On Oct. 20 and 21. the children's choir of the
Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., gave
"Kid's Praise II: A Joyfulliest Noise" to a total
attendance of 528 people. • The Elizabethtown,
Pa., congregation has finalized new staff positions:
Lucille Ulery, minister of visitation; Jim Gambini,
youth and young adult ministry; and Wendy
Gambini, administrative secretary. • The ladies of
the Fellowship Chapel congregation. Bronx, N.Y.,
had a retreat Oct. 19-21 with speaker Jaeron
DeBoe. • On Oct. 28, the Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., saw the film "Cry from the
Mountain." Peter von Keyserling preached on
Nov. 4.
On Oct. 28, the Lancaster, Pa., church had a
Christian education workers' lunch and departmental meetings. Toni Anderson gave an evening
concert. • Owen Alderfer began as interim preaching pastor on Oct. 7 for the Manor church,
Mountville, Pa. The women's ministry is sponsoring an aerobics class. • The Messiah College octet
New Song gave an evening program Oct. 21 for
the Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa.
Following the program, members viewed an introductory video to the 1991 50 Day Adventure.®
The Millersville, Pa., congregation had Oct. 14-17
services with Sam Dalton. • On Sept. 30, the New
Covenant church, Quakertown, Pa., received seven
new members and baptized three persons. • Nancy
Peterman spoke Oct. 14 to the Palmyra, Pa.,
church on her missions experiences in Bogota,
Colombia.
On Oct. 7, the second through seventh graders
of the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., presented the musical "It's Cool in the Furnace." On
Oct. 21, as part of the 100th anniversary celebration, there was a procession of 35 flags from countries where the Brethren in Christ have people
serving in missions. • Hduardo Llanes, pastor to
the Hispanic community in Miami. Fla., spoke
twice on Oct. 14 to the Refton. Pa., congregation.
• Bob Finley, field representative from Messiah
Village, spoke Oct. 21 on "Lessons About God's
Eyesight" to the Skyline View congregation. Harrisburg. Pa. • The senior highs of the Souderton,
Pa., congregation sponsored a spaghetti dinner on
Oct. 14 to raise funds for YouthQuest 90. • The
Stowe, Pa., congregation had a teacher training
night on Oct. 15. • The Summit View congregation, New Holland, Pa., had an Oct. 28 Mystery
Night Fellowship with Bishop Hoffman in attendance.

Canadian Conference
The Bridlewood church. Agincourt, Ont., had a
27th anniversary potluck dinner on Nov. 11. Paul
Hostetler spoke in the Oct. 14 service. • The ladies
of the Delisle, Sask.. congregation recently studied
"Taste and See the Lord is Good" on Fall Wednesday mornings. The youth sponsored a banquet
for adults on Oct. 12 with profits going toward the
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mortgage payment. • The Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., had a Nov. 11 Sunday
school peace program. • On the evening of Oct. 14,
Paul Hostetler gave the 20-minute slide presentation, "People of God . . . Reaching Out Together" to the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley,
Ont. • The Kindersley, Sask., ladies began "Stretch
and Grow" study groups on Thursday, Oct. 4.
"David—man after God's own heart" was a recent
Sunday evening study.
The young adults of the Lakeside Community
congregation, Calgary, Alb., had a 13-week Fall
study of Richard Foster's video series, "Challenges
of the Disciplined Life." The congregation planned
a couples' retreat for Nov. 16-18. • On five Sunday
evenings in September and October, the Massey
Place congregation. Saskatoon, Sask., viewed the
Tony Campolo film series, "I Have Decided to
Live Like a Believer." • On Oct. 7 and 14, the
North East Community congregation, Calgary,
collected food items for distribution by the Salvation Army. • On Oct. 28, Martyn Hartley and
Heather McCullough ministered in song to the
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation as representatives
of Emmanuel International of Canada. • Paul
Hostetler shared his slide-tape presentation in
October with the Ridgemount congregation,
Hamilton, Ont.
On Nov. 4, Tim Fretz spoke to the Sherkston,
Ont., congregation about his work in Ethiopia. •
Gordon Gooderham was guest speaker on Oct. 14
for the Springvale, Ont., congregation. Bob Rolston was Nov. 4-11 revival meetings speaker. • The
Stayner, Ont., congregation hosted the Oct. 19,20
Women's Missionary Auxiliary Conference on the
theme "Positive Faith in a Negative World." The
speaker was Faith Cosby. • Oct. 21 was Harvest
Sunday offering for the Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont., with the primary goal of an additional
staff person in 1991. • On Oct. 7, three young men
of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation shared about
their summer service in Belize and at Camp Kahquah. • Eight persons were baptized Oct. 7 at the

Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont. The Precept
Upon Precept Bible series, "Discover Your Spiritual Gifts," was studied in the Fall.

Central Conference
Members of the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, participated in the Oct. 7 CROP Walk.
J. Clair Shenk of Florida led an Oct. 19-21 spiritual life conference. • The Ashland, Ohio, congregation planned a Nov. 16-17 marriage enrichment
retreat with Carl Sovine. • The Christ's Crusaders
of the Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich., had a
hayride on Oct. 5. • Drs. Myron and Doreen
Miller spoke in the Oct. 24 service of the Beulah
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, about
their missions service in Africa. • Skywatch, a
choral group from Northeast Indiana Youth for
Christ, gave a Nov. 11 program for the Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind.
The Oct. 28 Youth Sunday service of the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, featured the
testimony of Don Pryor. A special offering was
taken for Howard and Rebecca Garver. • The
youth of the Highland congregation, West Milton,
Ohio, attended a Carmen concert in Dayton on
Oct. 20. A membership class was held from 7-10
p.m. on Oct. 18. • On Nov. 18, the Mooretown
congregation, Sandusky, Mich., gave the minimusical "Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing." A turkey dinner with all the trimmings was enjoyed in
the evening. • On Oct. 31, the Nappanee, Ind.,
congregation had a Hallelujah party as an alternative to Halloween. The annual retreat at Camp
Mack was Oct. 20-21.
The Peace Chapel congregation, Ravenna, Ohio,
reports sharing the Lord with a man during visitation. The man accepted Christ and now attends
church with his wife. People donated paint and
supplies for a Nov. 10 work day. • The Phoneton
congregation, Tipp City, Ohio, had an Oct. 13
children's party followed by skating in Fairborn. •

BCL music scholarships awarded
The Board for Congregational Life
recently announced the recipients of this
year's music scholarships. Erin Hoffman,
Emily Saba, Amy Keefer, and Carolyn
Johns were selected out of 23 applicants
to receive $200 scholarships for private
music lessons.
Erin Hoffman, 17, was actively involved in the music program of the
O k l a h o m a City Brethren in Christ
Church, Okla., where she served as the
church organist for the past six years. In
addition, she used her piano skills to
accompany the children's choir and
provided special music with her violin.
She recently moved to the Elizabethtown, Pa., area where she is attending
the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ
Church. Erin will be applying her music
scholarship towards private organ lessons. It is Erin's desire to be able to play
the organ to "uplift the souls of lonely
people, to give joy to the sad, strength to
the weak, and to all people, a taste of
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heaven."
Emily Saba, 14, has been using her
vocal and instrumental skills in a variety
of ways at the Beulah Chapel Brethren
in Christ Church in Ohio. Her love for
music is evident by her musical talents
on the piano, French horn, flute, clarinet, and saxophone. In addition to
playing these instruments in the worship
services, Emily also sings and accompanies herself. Her music scholarship
will be used to pursue voice lessons. In
Emily's words, "I love music and it is
important for me to be good in what I
do; I also love God and want to use my
music for him."
Amy Keefer, 15, has been active in the
music program of the Skyline View
Brethren in Christ Church in Pennsylvania. She has had numerous opportunities to share her vocal and instrumental
skills with her congregation. She plays
the organ, piano, and viola and also
participates in the Chapel Choir as a

Bishop Ginder visited the Pleasant Hill, Ohio,
congregation on Nov. 4 for preaching, a carry-in
dinner, and pastoral expression. • The Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, enjoyed a hayride and bonfire on Oct. 12. • The Union Grove
congregation, New Paris, Ind., planned a Nov. 7
district joint communion and footwashing service.

Midwest Conference
On Oct. 21, the Abilene Kan., congregation
hosted one of the Midwest Conference church
growth dinners with special activities for the children. • The Mound Park congregation, Dallas
Center, Iowa, had a Kids Krusade pizza party on
Oct. 19. • The Oak Park congregation, Des
Moines, Iowa, hosted the Oct. 25 church growth
dinner. • The Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation set a goal of 100 for the Nov. 4 morning of
music with the Landmark Quartet. The congregation has adopted the Fellowship congregation,
Cedar Hill, Tx., as their sister church. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., cancelled Oct. 14
services so members could attend the Billy Graham service in Abilene. The congregation attended
an open house at the parsonage with a hayride and
hobo soup supper. • The Zion congregation, Abilene, had an Oct. 7 Sunday school appreciation
breakfast.

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma, Calif., congregation dedicated
their new sanctuary on Oct. 21. The Pacific Conference Missions Prayer Fellowship sponsored a
concert of prayer at the church on Oct. 13. • The
women's ministries of the Chino, Calif., congregation scheduled a yard sale for Oct. 20. • Thirteen
people were baptized by the Chino Hills congregation, Chino, at the home of a member. • The
Moreno congregation, Moreno Valley, Calif.,

singer and accompanist. Amy will be
using her music scholarship towards her
various music lessons. By improving her
musical skills, Amy feels she can "assist
her congregation in a more meaningful
worship experience."
Carolyn Johns, 15, attends the Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church in
Indiana where she serves as a regular
accompanist and pianist. Her piano
skills are used to accompany the adult
choir and special music, provide offeratories and preludes, and accompany a
ladies trio which performs concerts at
various churches. Carolyn will be using
her music scholarship to improve her
piano skills. It is her desire to "continue
to play for God and bring musical worship to services."
It is a privilege for the Board for Congregational Life to be able to make these
scholarships available each year through
their Music Trust Fund. Scholarship
applications will be available again next
summer for young people who are studying music and are actively participating
in their church's music program.
•
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went to two morning services on Oct. 7. • Henry
Ginder spoke in Oct. 23-25 spiritual growth meetings at the Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore.
October was also missions month with speakers
Jacob DeShazer, Stephen Kliewer, Paul and
Mary Mullen, and Tom Zobel. • "In Heaven"was
the theme of the Nov. 3 All Saints Ball given by the
Riverside, Calif., church with profits going to
Young Life. • Rehearsals began Oct. 21 at the
Upland, Calif., church for the Dec. 8-9 performance of "Messiah." A scarecrow contest helped
decorate this year's Harvest Fair on Oct. 31.

Southeast Conference
The Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla.,
had an adult fellowship on Oct. 26. The teens
sponsored a Nov. 3 yard and bake sale as a fundraiser for YouthQuest 90. • The Winchester, Va.,
congregation focused October and November
worship themes around Life With God: Being the
Church, the new membership materials by David
Zercher.

Susquehanna Conference
Mark Slagenweit, Sr., was evangelist the week
of Oct. 28 for the Big Valley congregation. Belleville, Pa. • Leo Thornton, President Emeritus of
Western Evangelical Seminary, was Nov. 4 speaker
for the Carlisle, Pa., congregation. The Twenties
'n Thirties group attended a Michael Card concert
on Nov. 16. • On Oct. 16, the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., hosted the AlleghenySusquehanna Conference M P F retreat. The MCC
film "Stories on the Way" was shown on Oct. 17. •

The Colyer congregation, Centre Hall, Pa., celebrated their 50th anniversary with an Oct. 21 noon
meal. • On Oct. 14, the Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., had a potluck lunch for
anyone interested in doing short-term missions
work. The Pioneer Clubs sponsored an apple pie
social on Oct. 28.
The Dillsburg, Pa., congregation enjoyed a
retreat at Adelphoi on Oct. 5-6. • Ken and Linda
Letner led a marriage enrichment seminar on Nov.
3 for the Grantham, Pa., congregation. The men
had an Oct. 10 "Intersection" breakfast meeting
with Henry Ginder speaking. • The Jemison Valley congregation. Westfield, Pa., had a Family
Life Conference recently with Walter Winger from
California. • William Fetrow, Jr.. was speaker for
the communion service of the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa., on Nov. 11. Glen and
Linda Redcay showed slides of Mexico on Nov.
18. • The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation reports celebrating lOOyearsatthe Marble and High
Streets location with a Harvest Praise barn service
at the Ken Lehman farm on Sept. 30. Henry
Ginder spoke of "Fractional Gratitude" and an
offering of $1,235 was taken for world hunger.
Attendance was 250.
The Oct. 10 speaker for the Messiah Village
congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., was Rev.
Mtombeni, overseer of Phumula Mission in Zimbabwe. • The Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin, Pa., viewed a film about Hudson
Taylor as part of their Oct. 14 missions day. • The
"We Care" program for homemakers and children
began Oct. 10 at the Redland Valley church, York
Haven, Pa. The congregation began the four-part
Howard Morris series, "Beyond the Barriers," on
Oct. 14. • The West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg, held their Sixth Annual Apple Butter

Celebration on Oct. 20. Seven kettles of apple
butter, chicken pot pie, chicken corn soup, and
apple cider were among the items sold. Profits go
toward community benevolence. Ninety-nine people attended Rally Day Oct. 21 to hear the music
group Saga.
Please submit "For the Record" items and
church news by the first day of each month. News
from December for the February issue, for example, is due by Jan. 1. We are asking that churches
who mail bulletins weekly please begin sending
them monthly. Open bulletins, with the earliest
dates on top, and staple in the upper right corner.
This procedure saves us great expense and time.
Thank you.

For the Record
Births
Agee: Isaac Wilson, Oct. 3; Michael and Live
(Rupright) Agee. Bethel congregation, Merrill,
Mich.
Bare: Nickolas Michael, Aug. 1; Michael and
Linda Bare, Fairland congregation. Pa.
Blank: Genevieve Magdalene, Sept. 9; Pat and
Suzanne Blank, New Covenant congregation. Pa.
Bowman: Andrea Nicole, Oct. 16; J. Paul and
Deborah (Saylor) Bowman, Manor congregation.
Pa.
Byer: Kristen Michelle, May 4; Kent and Kelly
(Graham) Byer, New Community congregation,
Calif.

The Christian Light Bookstore in Hagerstown, Md., was recently
named 1990 Regional Store of the Year by the Christian Booksellers
Association. Region 2 encompasses Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. There were regional winners in ten other areas
of the United States.
The Hagerstown store has served the greater Washington County area
for the past ten years. About a year ago the store was moved from its
original downtown location to a strip mall. Gary Sipes, store manager, has
worked for Christian Light Bookstores for 10 years, but has managed the
Hagerstown store for just one year. The Hagerstown store employs six
full-time and three part-time persons.
"Women at the Well" will be the theme of the annual Women in Ministry
conference held Mar. 1-3, 1991 at Christopher Dock Mennonite School,
Lansdale, Pa. Mary Shertz, professor at Associated Mennonite Biblical
Seminaries, will be the featured speaker. For more information, contact
conference coordinator Rosie Epp, 306 Emmons Drive, 5-B, Princeton,
N.J. 08540. Phone (609) 243-9601.
The M C C Committee on Women's Concerns is looking for replacements for two members whose terms are expiring. Jan Lewis, of Alexandria, Va., has served as Brethren in Christ representative to the committee
since 1987. Brenda Glanzer, of Hesston, Kan., a member since 1988,
represented the General Conference Mennonite Church. The three-year
positions are open to women from these two groups who live in the United
States. For more information or to express interest, contact Christine
Nofsinger, MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500.

etc.
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Byers: Andrew Richard, Oct. 9; James and
Laura Byers, Five Forks congregation. Pa.
Cloyd: Mark Henry, Oct. 7; P. Daniel and
Corene(Rohrer) Cloyd, Manor congregation. Pa.
Condon: Jared Michael, Oct. 11; Tim and
Sharon Condon, Mechanicsburg congregation.
Pa.
Crane: Garrett Michael, Sept. 19; Mark and
Cara (Engle) Crane, Zion congregation, Kan.
Derksen: Scott Peter, Sept. 4; Jeff and Cheryl
Derksen, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Dexter: Thomas James, Aug. 22; Scott and
Juree (Engle) Dexter, Upland congregation, Calif.
F.shleman: Andrew Bryce, Oct. 23; Craig and
Linda (Braine) Eshleman, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Geib: Kaitlyn Michelle, Oct. 13; Steven and
Sandi Geib, Fairview congregation, Ohio.
Gerlach: Aleda Christine, Oct. 24; Michael
and Debra (Mylin) Gerlach. Pequea congregation, Pa.
Greiser: Micah Dane, Oct. 7; Teri and Karen
(Garis) Greiser. Souderton congregation. Pa.
Grove: Caleb Jeffry, Sept. 24; Jeffry and Linda
(Coon) Grove, Mt. Rock congregation. Pa.
Harmuth: Alex Brian, Sept. 7; Brian and Pamela (Zimmerman) Harmuth, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Horner: Matthew James, Oct. 12; Jack and
Martha (Graybill) Horner, Montgomery congregation, Pa.

Evangelical Visitor

Hunsberger: Angela Jo, Oct. 30; Allen and
Darlene (Garrett) Hunsberger, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Hurd: Sarah Lucille, Sept. 24; Bruce and Kim
Hurd, Fairview Ave., congregation. Pa.
Kurtz: Aubree Nicole, Oct. 12; Robert and
Karen (Miller) Kurtz, Manor congregation, Pa.
LaSalle: Rory Adam, Jr., Sept. 18; Rory and
Allider LaSalle, Fairview congregation, Ohio.
Lueth: Kenneth Adam, Oct. 3; Rob and Diane
(Rohrer) Lueth, Zion congregation, Kan.
McClure: Courtney Rae, Sept. 25; Don and
Kathy (Gordon) McClure, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Meyers: Grant Alan, Sept. 13; Alan and Kendra Meyers, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Musser: Nicole Renee, Oct. 27; Ron and Janet
(Wratchford) Musser, Winchester congregation,
Va.
Mylin: Kira Danae, Oct. 27; Dale and Marcia
(Renno) Mylin, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Nissley: Jordan Mark, Oct. 16; Rodney and
Sara (Miller) Nissley, Mastersonville congregation, Pa.

Pa., Sept. 29, at Victory Chapel, with Rev. Gerald
Stoltzfoos and Rev. Dan Heitzman officiating.
Main-Steckle: Sherry Lynn, daughter of Clayton and Shirley Steckle, Grand Bend, Ont., and
Trevor Paul Basil, son of Paul and Gloria Main,
Wainfleet, Ont., Aug. 4, at Zurich Mennonite
Church, with Rev. Clayton Kuepser and Rev.
Robert Rolston officiating.
Rickel-Busenitz: Terry L., daughter of Eugene
and Myrtle Loy Busenitz, Whitewater. Kan., and
Tim, son of Charles and Barbara Rickel, Thomas,
Okla., Sept. 1, at Emmaus Mennonite Church,
Whitewater, Kan., with Rev. Dave Reimer and
Rev. Charles Rickel officiating.
Solorzano-Engle: Lori Jeanne, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. L. G. Engle, and Otto Rene, son of
Isabel de Leon de Solorzano and the late Jose
Heriberto Solorzano, July 28, at the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Byers
and Rev. Monroe Hughbanks officiating.
Waldrip-Zerby: Ginger, daughter of John and
Verlane Zerby, Custer, Okla., and Mark Waldrip,
Moore, Okla., May 26,1990, at Bethany Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Charles Rickel
officiating.

Reese: Matthew Elliot, Oct. 6; Paul and Heidi
(Miller) Reese, Fairview congregation, Ohio.

Obituaries

Rissinger: Kirk Brian, Apr. 9; Bruce and Jeanne (Kershaw) Rissinger, Upland congregation,
Calif.

Cline: Florence E. Cline, 82, died June 19.
Preceding her in death was her husband Thomas
B. Cline. Surviving are a son, Thomas; a grandson, Tommy; a sister, Evelyn Daskaluk; and
nieces and nephews. She was a faithful member of
the Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont.
The funeral service was held at the Cresmount
Funeral Home with Rev. Kevin Taylor officiating.
Interment was in Woodlaw Cemetery.

Ritchey: Adam Tyler, Oct. 15; Randy and
Vicki Ritchey, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Trautwein: David Alan, Aug. 18; Mark and
Shari (Eshelman) Trautwein, Upland congregation, Calif.
White: Kara-Joy Alexandria, Oct. 8; Scot and
Jennifer (Long) White, Mexico City, Mexico.

Weddings
Crawford-Budesheim: Karen A., daughter of
William and Pamela Budesheim, Mountville, Pa.,
and Kenneth E., son of Nial and Frieda Crawford,
Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 13, at Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Bishop John B. Hawbaker
officiating.
Edwards-Smith: Irene Smith, Orangeville, Ont.,
and Orville Edwards, Stayner, Ont., Oct. 5, at the
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Darrell Winger officiating.
Engle-Battles: Jennifer Lyn, daughter of Allen
and Sally Battles, Atalla, Ala., and Ronald LaMar,
son of Delbert and Twila Engle, Abilene, Kan.,
Oct. 11, at Zion Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Beau Burris officiating.
Frey-Fowler: Jaclyn, daughter of John and
Joann Fowler, Hazelton, Pa., and Eric W., son of
Glenn and Beth Frey, Conestoga, Pa., Oct. 13, at
Nevin Chapel of Franklin and Marshall College,
with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating.
Kreider-Weaver: Elizabeth Ann, daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Weaver, Ephrata, Pa., and
Jonathan Pearse, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Ellis
Kreider, Campbelltown, Pa., Sept. 29. at the Ephrata Cloister with Elvin and Laverne Martin
officiating.
Lefever-Blank: Lisa Ann, daughter of Paul and
Gloria Blank, Parkesburg, Pa., and Jeffrey Lynn,
son of Parke and Charlotte Lefever, Mount Joy,
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Derrick: Esther Viola Derrick, born Oct. 13,
1897, daughter of Harry S. and Mary Brechbill,
died Sept. 27. Preceding her in death were her
husband, Carl; three brothers, Abram, Jesse, and
Ira; and four sisters, Amanda, Jenny, Phoebe, and
Anna. Surviving are two sons, Virgil and Ronald;
two daughters, Ethelda Hershey and Marilyn
Davenport; seven grandchildren; and three greatgrandchildren. She was a faithful member of the
Abilene, Kan., congregation. The funeral was held
at the Danner Funeral Home with Rev. Henry
Landis and Rev. Steve Derrick officiating. Interment was in Bethel Cemetery.

in Christ Church where she was a Sunday school
teacher, and served as county director of the
Friendship Class ministry. The funeral service was
held at the church with Rev. James Ernst, Rev.
Scott Miles, and Rev. Ralph D. Wolfe officiating.
Interment was in Highville Cemetery.
Heisey: D. Earl Heisey, born Feb. 24,1912, son
of Enos M. and Lizzie (Kauffman) Heisey, died
Sept. 23. Preceding him in death in 1954 was his
wife Clara Lynn. Surviving are his wife Marian
(Carpenter); a daughter, Brenda H. Brown; a son,
David E.; and three sisters, Barbara Lutz, Esther
Baker, and Ruth Heisey. He had been a building
contractor and was noted for his architectural
designs and woodcrafting. He was a graduate of
Messiah College and a member of the Lancaster,
Pa., church where the funeral service was held
with Rev. James Ernst and Rev. Merle Brubaker
officiating. Interment was in Cross Roads cemetery, Mt. Joy.
Hoke: Patricia Lee Hoke, born Jan. 8, 1936,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Foreman, died
Oct. 2. She is survived by her husband, Sharon; 4
daughters, Deborah Gray, Denyce Scott, Dena
Todd, and Diana Lee Hoke; a son, Danny; 11
grandchildren; 4 sisters; and 2 brothers. She was a
member of the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, where the funeral was held with Rev.
Sam Hollingsworth officiating. Interment was in
Fairview Cemetery.
Kipe: Catherine Kipe, born Jan. 19, 1902,
daughter of the late Bishop Harry and Katie
Shank, died Oct. 10. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Omar; and a daughter, Gladys Paulus. Surviving are 6 children, 20 grandchildren; 32
great-grandchildren; and a great-great-granddaughter. She was a member of the Five Forks
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. The funeral was
held at the church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker and
Bishop H. Frank Kipe officiating. Interment was
in the Ringgold, Md., cemetery.

Fetter: David C. Fetter, born May 12, 1940,
son of James and Lydia Walter Fetter, died Oct.
19. Surviving are his wife, Shirley M. (Robley); a
son, Bradley D,; and his parents. He was a veteran
of the Viet Nam conflict and a member of Eight
Square Chapel, Pa. The funeral was held at the S.
Gerald Weaver Funeral Home with Rev. H. Lee
Ritchey, Rev. Glenn Blackstone, Rev. Paul E.
Book, and Rev. Joe Ritchey, officiating. Interment was in Berger Cemetery.

Schock: Alfred F. Schock, born Dec. 21, 1909,
son of Jacob M. and Anna Hess Frey Schock, died
Oct. 12. Preceding him in death were two brothers,
Jacob F., Jr., and Richard; and a grandson, Albert
F. III. Surviving are his wife, Eva G. (Goodin); a
son, Alfred F., Jr.; three daughters, Marie McBeth,
Evalyn Long, and Julianna Henry; two brothers,
John and Graybill; four sisters, Anna Mary
Ehrhart, Martha Schock, Emma Heisey, and
Esther Hess; nine grandchildren; and three greatgrandchildren. Alfred had lived at Messiah Village
since 1985. He was a retired farmer and an
employee of Derry Township School District. He
was a member of the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation for 54 years where he served as deacon,
Sunday school teacher, Bible school director, and
church board member. The funeral service was
held at the church with Rev. Jay E. Sisco and Rev.
Henry N. Hostetter officiating. Interment was in
the Schock family cemetery, Washington Boro,
Pa.

Frey: Josephine M. Frey, born Dec. 21, 1918,
daughter of Rev. Ralph H. and Florence E. Uhler
Wolfe, died Sept. 24. Surviving are her husband,
Abram H. Frey; two sons, David E. and Daniel
M.; two daughters, Joan Smith and Ruth Mallinson; two foster daughters, Barbara Donato and
Elizabeth Jess; two brothers; Rev. Charles W.
Wolfe and Rev. Ralph D. Wolfe; and two sisters,
Naomi Mengel and Grace Potts. She was a former
Girl Scout leader, and children's director for 15
years at Otterbein United Methodist Church. She
volunteered for Child Evangelism, and frequently
spoke on various subjects at community meetings.
She was a member of the Lancaster, Pa., Brethren

Sollenberger: Mary R. Sollenberger, born Dec.
4, 1896, daughter of Edward and Mary (Kyler)
Patterson, died Oct. 12. She was preceded in death
by a son, Grove; and her husband, Ezra. Surviving
are four daughters, Blanche Strite, Ethel, Anna
Mary McBride, and Mildred Kraybill. In early
life, she was employed by the Chambersburg Telephone Company. In Waynesboro, she worked
part time at Newberry's Dept. Store. She was a
member of the Fairview Ave. church where she
had served in the nursery and as custodian. The
funeral was held at Grove's Funeral Home with
Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating. Interment was in
Norland Cemetery, Chambersburg.
•
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"They really believe
that stuff . .
by Merle Brubaker
"I believe that stuff we sing at Christmas and Easter!" My
ears were offended at the bluntness of the language, but it
was my voice.
The conversation was about healing broken homes and
mending wounded people. The outburst about "that stuff
we sing at Christmas" was an outburst of faith—a confident
exclamation of the good news that God gives us "everything
necessary" to be and do what Jesus told us we are to be and
do.
Dare I risk using that five-letter word "stuff'to denote the
most sublime, most important truth ever described in
human language—the truth about the birth, death and
resurrection of Jesus?
While trying to decide, I read these words in a column by
David Broder in our local newspaper—they "really believe
that stuff." He was referring to some politicians who (surprisingly) really believe what they say.
It was several years ago that I had used similar words. 1
did really believe it . . . then.
At this Christmas season, I'm asking myself, "Do I still
believe what we sing at Christmas and Easter?"
So on Saturday afternoon and evening I carefully and
prayerfully read every Christmas song in the last three
Brethren in Christ hymnals.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love.
Do we really believe this? Are his blessings flowing
through us?
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh.
Come, peasant, king, to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.

Merle Brubaker is Director of Stewardship for the Brethren in
Christ Church.
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Do we really believe this? Is Christ on the throne? Are we
bringing him our offerings as the three kings did? Our
lifetime savings as another Mary later did? Or half our
possessions as Zacchaeus did?
Hail the heavenborn Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Bom that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Do we really believe that? Do we share Christ's priorities?
As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin's alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heavenly King.
Do we really believe that? Will we do that?
Every deed of love and kindness
Done to man is done to thee.
The Christmas season gives opportunities to bring our
treasures to Jesus. Each offering plate is an opportunity to
give our treasures to continue "what Jesus began to do and
to teach." Our congregational offerings help accomplish
Christ's work in our local communities and, through Cooperative Ministries, around the world.
He comes, the prisoner to release,
In Satan's bondage held;
The gates of brass before him burst,
The iron fetters yield.
God so loved the world that he gave the Son "to save us
all from Satan's power." He invites us to "come and worship" as the shepherds and wise men did. "Come all ye
faithful." "Come and adore." "Where meek souls will
receive him still, the dear Christ enters in."

Evangelical Visitor

Messiah
College
News
Building named after
Brethren in Christ businessmen
Homecoming during the third weekend in October saw Messiah alumni
"catch the spirit." Beautiful fall weather
helped alumni enjoy class reunions, a
chicken barbecue, a 5-K run, fall sports,
and other traditional activities.
The annual meeting of the Board of
Trustees is another homecoming tradition. This year's board acted on a number
of items. The new academic building
currently being erected on campus is to
be named to honor Charles and Anna
Frey and Emerson and May Frey.
Charles has been a longtime supporter
of Messiah College, both financially and
as a volunteer. He has also served as a
church officer and member of the Board

USSR delegation visit
The Christian College Coalition has
been considering the possibility of establishing student and faculty exchange
programs with colleges and universities
in the USSR. Messiah College is one of
the coalition colleges exploring this possibility.
Seven members of an academic delegation from the Soviet Union, including
the First Deputy Minister of Higher and
Specialized Education, visited the campus on September 27 and 28 as a first
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Charles & Anna Frey

Emerson & May Frey

of World Missions for the Brethren in
Christ Church. Emerson serves as secretary to the college Board of Trustees and
is a former music faculty member at the
college.
A second item on the agenda was the
report from the College Development
Office on the Shaping the Future campaign. This long-term effort has moved
into its final phase as it completes the
"Kresge Challenge." The Kresge Foundation in Michigan has approved a
grant of $300,000 towards the new aca-

demic building if the balance of the cost
of construction can be raised from other
sources. According to Charlie Phillips,
Vice President for Development, Messiah is within $150,000 of the goal, and
this fall's annual giving campaign has
been directed towards closing the gap
and completing the challenge. To date,
about $60,000 of the $150,000 has been
committed by the college's supporters.

step towards the exchange. The USSR
delegates led a session on "The Current
Status of Higher Education in the USSR
and Projections into the Future," which
was followed by a time of questions and
answers. The USSR representatives also
visited classes and toured the campus.
To further consider the exchange,
Dean Harold Heie visited the Soviet
Union from October 20 to 28 with a
team of representatives from the Christian College Coalition.

How to apply for financial aid
College-bound high school senior,
apply for financial aid now. Here are
four steps to follow in applying for
financial aid for the 1991 -1992 academic
year.
1. Identify the types of financial aid
for which you may qualify. The Messiah
College Financial Aid Office has a
packet of helpful brochures that it will
send to interested students. Contact this
office (Messiah College, Grantham, PA
17027) and ask for the materials mentioned in the December 1990 Evangelical Visitor.
2. Discuss the availability of state/
provincial and local community scholarships, grants, and loans with your
school guidance counselor.
3. Many financial aid programs require students to demonstrate financial
need. For example, at Messiah College
the Financial Aid Form (FAF) is used
to determine financial need for nonPennsylvania residents. Pennsylvania
residents file the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
application to determine financial need.
Need analysis forms should be completed and submitted during January
and February.
4. Submit your financial aid application early. High school students should
apply for financial aid in January or
February.
•
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The following letters were received
after this summer's General Conference.
Due to lack of space, they were not published until this issue.

To appropriate by faith the mind of
Christ and transcend a puny nationalistic box is indeed commendable. If the
Church is to bless the nations, for and
through our Universal Saviour, it is
imperative that we walk in the light.
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave
nor free, male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28).
Obviously Paul could have added
several other categories—Russian Orthodox, Baptists, beauticians, barbers, custodians, plumbers and preachers—in
Christ there is simply no distinction.
Nationality, social position, financial
clout, etc., are made of no account in
God's economy. With rare exception,
the Brethren in Christ are clear on this
important biblical precept.
BUT . . .
A strident or subtle anti-national bias
is also far from "the mind of Christ." It is
imperative that the Brethren in Christ
resist polarization regarding the issue of
a believer's national identity. Christians,
by and large, should be the most positive
and constructive citizens of their respective nations. Filled by Christ's Spirit,
they are "properly patriotic."
So, why this penchant for some of us
to intellectually and emotionally burn
flags? Talk about being devisive! Instead
of taking the Canadian and U.S. flags
from the premises of our meeting
places,* why not add the flags of the
world's nations to them? As objects of
worship? Hardly! As symbols of nations
the world round in great need of Christ
and the prayers and missionary endeavors of his Church.
(* I personally prefer the worship center to be
free offlags, except for missions conferences
or designated national days when special
prayers are lifted for our respective nations.
But this private scruple should in no way be
binding for other believers and congregations.)
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If we were confident that "All Scripture is God-breathed . . ."it'sdoubtful
that we would be knocked off balance in
this way. Paul was no provincial Christian. He was the Apostle of genuine liberation theology. Do you remember
how he coached his protege?
"I urge, then (Timothy), first of all,
that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone—for
kings and all those in authority, that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good, and
pleases God our Savior, who wants all
men to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:1-4).
Finally, sisters and brothers, there is
another concern on my heart, in terms
of the Brethren in Christ in North America being a blessing to the nations in
which we live. The 111th General Conference of the Brethren in Christ met
June 30-July 5. Canada, very much in
crisis at the time, celebrated Dominion
Day July 2. On July 4 the U.S. was
remembering the day she declared independence. In my hearing, not one public
"request, prayer, intercession or thanksgiving" was made for either of these
great nations during the days we met.
No, it would be foolish to pretend anything close to perfection for the U.S. or
Canada. But of all the countries that sit
or have sat under the sun, few have
worked more diligently to afford their
peoples more freedom.

they are on display? No! We do not
worship the Bible—we respect and reverence it as God's inspired Word to us,
but we worship God. We use flowers in
our sanctuaries to beautify God's house,
and remind of his magnificent creation.
The flag is merely a symbol—a reminder
of the religious freedom we enjoy.
When we worship God in his sanctuary or elsewhere without fear of being
hauled off to jail or being persecuted or
put to death for our beliefs, that flag is a
silent witness that we live in a country
where we are free to worship, to protest,
to speak out—even against the government. The very fact that we have the
privilege as a church to take a stand
against militarism, and refuse to fight
for the country that guarantees us this
freedom, should help us to respect the
flag that is a symbol of this country and
freedom.

Yes, there is a time to be prophetic in
the faces of our national leaders. But
there is also a time to affirm and encourage. And it is always time to pray!
Samuel Hollingsworth
Englewood, Ohio

It was also mentioned that displaying
the flag might offend those from other
countries. Why should it offend? Those
from other countries are guests here and
understand (or should) that the flag
represents and identifies the country in
which they are visiting, working, or
studying. While here, they are enjoying
the freedom and privileges our country
offers. If we were in their country, we
would respect their flag and their laws.
My husband and I raise registered Hereford cattle, but we don't take down our
"Gene-ial House Herefords" sign when
we have guests who raise Angus or
Limousin cattle. We respect their right
to raise whatever kind of cattle they
choose, but we don't "back-up" from
advertising the kind that we think are
best!

I was shocked and disturbed during
the debate on General Conference floor
concerning our Brethren in Christ Statement on Militarism when someone suggested that displaying the U.S. flag in
our sanctuaries makes it an object of
idolatry! We also display open Bibles in
our churches, as well as flower arrangements flanked by a pair of candlesticks.
Do we worship these simply because

It seems to me that including any negative mention of the flag in our Statement on Militarism is an affront to the
country which guarantees our freedom
to worship and to practice our stand on
non-resistance. Regardless of our personal belief for or against militarism, I
think we should respect and acknowledge the flag of our country. Whether or
not it is displayed in the sanctuary
should not be dictated, but left to the
decision or desire of each local congregation. It is as much a symbol of peace
as it is of militarism. This I believe!
Ruth Blackketter
Leedy, Oklahoma
Evangelical Visitor
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The General Conference floor was
suddenly a lively scene when someone
introduced the question of making a ruling that churches not place the flag on
their premises. The speaker did not
define "church" but just was against having a flag in "the church." This was
another matter sent back for more study.
Sometimes in Conference, people can
become very emotional and speak so
emphatically or hastily that they might
appear to put down other brothers and
sisters along with their ideas. I am working on this in my own life and am sorry
when it happens. This past General
Conference could have been more productive had some persons done a little
less talking from an emotional and
unthoughtful position.
Some thoughts came to me during
and following the [flag] discussion Tuesday evening that I decided to share here,
and trust the boards involved with these
issues might take note of as well.
1. Flags and other items placed in a
sanctuary are not placed there to be
worshipped. Some may be placed there
as decorations, or to honor someone's
special day, or as information. (I personally am not particularly fond of flags
in the sanctuary, but I look at this more
as my preference—not as obedience.)
2. Even though "the flag" for whatever country may be a "red flag" to some
and could point to militarism or to war
remembrance in a sense, flags generally
also stand for very positive things such
as freedom, values, religious liberty, etc.
3. Flags could remind us to pray for
peace and for the nation and its leaders.
They might be a valuable reminder in
this way and could be placed in a prayer
room "in the church."
4. The amendment that came [from
the floor] to the 1990 General Conference (and later was sent to the appropriate board for further study), was
unclear and ill-timed, I believe. It was
unclear because it did not define
"church" and most people seemed to
assume a flag would be ruled out of the
sanctuary. Since I believe "church" is
people and no specific place, I need to
ask: would or should the flag be ruled
out of a prayer room, a cemetery where
services are held, a fellowship hall, etc.?
5. On issues like this, the question
often troubles me—that we could divide
people over something which may not
be crucial to our faith. Further, where is
it written that we should mandate something like this? Is it really necessary or
prudent to insist that all Brethren in
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Contributions
invited for Dialogue
and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be signed. Occasionally we may decide to withhold
names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range
of topics relevant to the mission of the
church and to living the Christian life.
Since each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, they do not
necessarily reflect the official position
of the Brethren in Christ Church.

Christ churches obey an order to remove all flags from the premises?
6. If flags are to be removed, then
what about a bouquet of red, white, and
blue carnations someone gives for the
church on Memorial Day? And other
similar considerations?
7. Is it not possible to disassociate
items like flags, flowers, etc., with war,
and choose to let them remind us of
other things? If this is true, then perhaps

we could be unfairly judging the motives
of other sisters and brothers.
I am not as much a flag waver as some
might think. I certainly would not burn
one and do fly one occasionally. I do
love and pray for my country. Since I
am an American, the United States flag
reminds me of freedom generally. It
reminds me that we enjoy the freedom
to worship as we please and that we are a
nation under God (whether everyone
agrees or not). The flag reminds me that
our nation and its leaders need prayer,
and yes, it reminds me of those who died
fighting for the freedom we enjoy. Some
may have done this with a very wrong
attitude, others because they believed
they did God's will. Though I may not
agree with the motives or means of
some, certainly I should respect the sisters and brothers who did what they felt
was right, and give thanks for the freedom I have to choose according to the
motives and belief that guides my
decisions.
Finally, we do not have to place flags
in a sanctuary to accomplish the things
here mentioned. Yet, is it worth demanding they be removed? 1 feel it is not. If
you disagree with me, then 1 say "God
bless you" and isn't it wonderful that we
can still be sisters and brothers who love
the Lord. His banner over us is love!
Jerel L. Book
Mount Joy, Pa.

The Patmos
Conspiracy
by Bruce Merritt

An exciting, intrigue-filled novel based on the book of Revelation. The author brings
biblical prophecy, history, and ancient indictments together in a story that quickly
captures the reader. The story will keep you in suspense as three ordinary men are used
by God to join in an unusual alliance, struggling against the spreading darkness.
$9.95 (plus $1.50 if ordering by mail)
Available from any Christian Light Bookstore, or order from Evangel Publishing House, (800)
822-5919. From Canada or Indiana, call (219) 773-3164.
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The authority of the Bible
by Robert B. Ives
The authority of the Bible is a fundamental belief of evangelical Christians.
While we do not issue death threats
against those who belittle the Bible's
authority as the Ayatollah Khomeni did
when Salman Rushdie questioned, in a
novel, the authority of the Koran, some
evangelicals do battle for the Bible. The
Brethren in Christ Manual of Doctrine
and Government puts it, "The Holy
Scriptures, as the revelation of God and
His will, constitute an authoritative
standard of truth, a basis for faith, and
the supreme guide for life and conduct."
The authority of the Bible is based
upon its content. In the Bible we find
knowledge of God and of God's concern
to save sinful people. This concern is
evident in the history of the Jewish people of the Old Testament, in the acts and

words of Jesus Christ, and in the history
of the early Christians in the New Testament who claimed to receive their
material from God (1 Thess. 2:13). The
relevant issue about authority is whether
what actually happened is accurately
recorded. In the Bible we don't have all
that God has said or done in the world;
nor, as John reminds us, all that Jesus
said or did. But what we have is accurate, sufficient for salvation, and normative.
The strongest evidence for the authority of the Bible that makes sense to me,
at least, is the way Jesus saw the Bible—
at least that part of it he knew, the Old
Testament.
Two examples might illustrate this. In
Matthew 4, Jesus meets Satan in the
desert. It is a face-to-face combat and
the weapon that Jesus used was the Old
Testament Scriptures. Jesus believed
their history was so reliable that it could
be depended upon against the wiles of
Satan.
Jesus further used the Old Testament
in a variety of settings because, he maintained, it pointed to him. In John 5:39,
for example, Jesus was saying, "You
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diligently study the Scriptures because
you think that by them you possess eternal life. [This is what evangelicals believe
today.] These are the Scriptures that testify about me." On another occasion
Jesus spoke to two people near Emmaus.
He explained to them what the Old Testament said about himself (Luke 24:27);
and later the same day spoke similar
words to his little band of disciples,
"Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses,
the Prophets and the Psalms." The conclusion we may draw is that if Jesus saw
that the Old Testament is such a light, so
might we. It is a book about God and,
therefore, about Jesus. Hence, it has
authority.
British evangelicals and pietists helped
to focus another important argument
for the authority of the Bible: its power
to change people's lives. The Bible encourages people; it convicts people of
sin; it brings hope. This has been called
"the inner witness of the Holy Spirit"
and it makes us think of the words of the
Emmaus disciples in Luke 24:32, "Were
not our hearts burning within us while
he [Jesus] talked with us on the road?"
The authority of the Bible also may be
undergirded by the reliability of its historical content. Historical research often
removes roadblocks to confidence so
that Christians may be secure in the
authority of the Bible. One example
concerns the view widely held among
scholars earlier in the twentieth century
that Acts 18 is unreliable when it records
that Gallio was proconsul of Achaia. A
lot of Gallio's history had been known
because his brother was the famous
Roman philosopher Senecca; and what
was known did not include his being
proconsul of Achaia. Until, that is, an
inscription was unearthed in, of all
places, Delphi which not only showed
that Gallio was proconsul of Achaia,
but gave the dates. Ongoing discovery of
historical data supports the reliability of
the historical data in the Bible. Scholars
are, therefore, gradually removing roadblocks to faith.
The authority of the Bible is a fundamental belief of evangelical Christians.

Dr. Ives is senior pastor of the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church, located on the
campus of Messiah College.
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The "feminist" label
You would think that Christians would
be a bit more discerning and less inclined
to throw labels around indiscriminately,
but I've found that we're often just as
quick as anyone else to judge someone
according to some label that has been
attached to them. A case in point is the
label "feminist" which gets hurled at
women—often without evidence of a
clear understanding of what feminism
really is.
My dictionary says that feminism is
the "advocacy of the political, social,
and economic equality of men and
women." Sounds simple, straightforward, and nonthreatening enough to
me. There's no stridency, no "weirdness," no man-hating sentiments, no
hint of taking over the world—just a
simple declaration of equality between
men and women and a plea that it be
taken seriously.
Yet I think that many people, especially theologically conservative evangelical Christians, fear anything associated with feminism, and sometimes it's
not hard to understand why. I recently
saw this statement (quoted out of context, it should be noted): "The simple
fact is that every woman must be willing
to be identified as a lesbian to be fully
feminist." No wonder people are concerned about feminists!
Which is why I'm pleading that we get
back to the real meaning of feminism.
While feminism is often associated with
abortion rights, homosexuality and lesbianism, and appears to be anti-marriage
and family, that isn't the whole story.
There are also feminists, like myself,
who believe that abortion and homosexuality are wrong, who are committed
to a lifelong marriage partnership with
the same person (of the opposite sex)
and love their children. We feminists
hurt when we are stereotyped according
to a radical fringe, and when our desire
for equality and mutuality in marriage,
church, and society is dismissed because
of some prejudice about feminism.
Perhaps it's the matter of equality
which causes consternation. Most Christians would agree that men and women
December 1990

Journal
are of equal worth in God's eyes—that
God loves and values women just as
much as men. But they would disagree
about the implications of that. For
many, equal worth does not necessarily
mean equal opportunity because they
believe that certain functions and roles
in church and society ought not be filled
by women.
This is not a question of biological,
physiological, or psychological functions

OA

and traits which differ for men and
women. I fully acknowledge and celebrate the fact that there are clear differences between men and women. The
issue for me is that in the church women
are being denied certain leadership and
ministry opportunities simply because
they are women. There is no other
reason.
When it is claimed that this has
nothing to do with our inherent worth as
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persons or as women, I am not convinced. When I am told that I can teach
Sunday school, I can chair the church
board, I can sing in the choir, I can be a
member of a denominational board (I
can even chair it), I can head a government agency, but I can't/shouldn't be a
senior pastor and I can't/shouldn't be
ordained as a minister because I'm a
woman, I feel unworthy and unequal as
a woman whether or not that is ever
intended. And when questioning the
assumptions people make results in being
labeled a feminist (and therefore not
worth being listened to), 1 am even more
frustrated.
By now I know I am in fact being
labeled as "one of those strident femi-

Dear Paul:
It will soon be wintertime, and that
poses some special problems for our
church family. As the days grow short
and dreary, so does our enthusiasm. The
joy of the Lord sometimes gives way to
an "endurance test" mentality. Until
spring renews us, we tend to put the
Lord's work on hold.
The pagans face this problem by staging a fesitval on or around the shortest
day of the year. The feast of Saturnalia,
with its levity and carousing, brings a
temporary pause to the monotony of
winter, but people pay dearly in degradation because of some of the practices
they indulge in. Our church people
sometimes participate in these revelries
to their own undoing. They have no
intention of sinning, being attracted
mainly by the light, laughter and music.
But these soon lapse into orgies, and at
that point, some of the Christians are
too deeply involved to back off.
What can the Christian do to counteract the influences of the entertainment
provided by a godless society? We have
come to see that the church needs its
festivals, too. The Jewish festivals, given
by God, were full of life and enjoyment
and rich symbolism. Surely it is God's
will that his people should continue to
have times in which they can experience
a break in the dull routines of daily life
without sacrificing their standards of
30

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

nists." I am a feminist, and sometimes
I'm sure I seem "strident" as I try over
and over again to make my point, but I
would like to ask those who do such
labeling to think about what they're
doing. I know that there are biblical
issues involved (and those issues need to
be dealt with), but unfortunately I also

Christian conduct and their fellowship
with the one who redeemed them.
So this is what we have in mind, Paul.
Why not celebrate the birth of Jesus, the
one who came to bring light to the
world, at the darkest, dullest time of the
year? We haven't finished our planning
yet, but we are thinking of a torchlight
procession to the marketplace, with
some music, singing, and perhaps a reenactment of the event as recounted to
us by Dr. Luke. You remember that
hymn that says, "Awake, thou that
sleepest, and Christ will give thee light?"
What a challenge to those who have
sought in vain for meaning through the
Greek and Roman gods! The people of
Colossae know nothing of our hymns
unless they have come to our meetings.
Now we hope to go public with them,
and so it is important that the whole
thing will be an exercise in excellence.
We are hoping to compose some new
songs for the occasion, too. With some
planning and by the power of the Holy
Spirit, we hope to produce an event that
will be an encouragement to the church
and a witness to unbelievers.
After the public performance is over,
we will return to various homes for a
feast to which we will welcome our non(or shall I say pre-) Christian friends.
Again, we are hoping to introduce some
new cultural patterns, serving good food.

suspect that some of the attacks even on
biblical feminists are motivated more by
fears associated with what is thought to
be feminism than by real biblical issues.
My plea is this: Next time you are
inclined to dismiss someone as a "feminist" (or some other pejorative label),
please think about what the word really
means and about whether you are generally in support of the basic underlying
principle of feminism (or whatever the
issue is). Please also consider the truth
or value of what the person is saying
apart from the connotations of the label.
1 think Christians owe at least that much
to each other.
Phoebe

but resisting gluttony and drunkenness.
A portion will be sent to the poor, for
Jesus came to bring gifts to mankind,
and we must follow in his footsteps. We
need to remember, however, that people
need to eat the whole year round. If this
practice grows and spreads, I trust that
our generosity will not lapse with this
one event. It wouldn't speak well for our
Christian witness to remember the needy
only at festival times.
You haven't said much about the
celebrations of the Christian church.
You have been too busy laying down the
tenets of the faith and strengthening the
basic principles of our common life. But
I am sure that you see the need for the
church to establish a new set of traditions which will enrich not only our
enjoyment, but also our understanding
of the Christmas message.
I can hear you warning that traditions
do more harm than good when we continue to practice them after they have
lost their meaning. But surely, a special
celebration of the birth of Christ will
never lose its meaning for Christian
people. What do you think, Paul? We
await any further direction you may
have for us.
Yours expectantly,
Onesimus
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'diPoria!
"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11, KJV).
For me, growing up in a small Iowa town (we're talking less
than 1,000 residents), surrounded by cornfields and hog farms,
the "big city" of Des Moines, only 25 miles away, was like
another world. My dad worked in Des Moines; I had several
aunts and uncles living there; we made occasional shopping
forays into the city. But even after I had my own car and began
exploring my world, I never got to learn Des Moines' geography or its people.
Then, just two years out of high school, I entered Voluntary
Service, hoping to join the staff of the rural Navajo Mission (so
remote that it made Dallas Center seem almost like a small
city). But there were no openings at Navajo. Two other
assignments were available: Paul Hill invited me to the Bronx
as youth director; Avery Heisey invited me to work in the Skid
Row mission in San Francisco. In January 1963 I joined the
Life Line Mission staff in downtown San Francisco—a decision I have never regretted.
What a jump—from smalltown Iowa to sophisticated San
Francisco. But for some reason, I experienced little or no
culture shock. According to the diary I started, before the end
of the first week I felt right at home—it seemed like I had lived
on Minna Street for months.
I fell in love with the city—and it's not just because that's
where I met my wife Linda, or because of the natural beauty of
the Bay area. San Francisco taught me that it's not so much
where I am that is important, but who I'm with. Si Bailey,
Theodore Eggling, Walter Bowen, Linda and Laura Lee,
Camie Edwards, Don and Dorcas Ott . . . just a few of the
city residents who were part of either the Skid Row mission or
the Life Line Chapel congregation. John Dick, Lyle Zook,
Norm Mowery, Esther Hennigh, Don and Helen Booser . . .
just some of the staff members who came into the city to
minister. In San Francisco I developed friendships which have
been broken only by death.
God has met me in some of the biggest cities in North
America—San Francisco, Philadelphia, and the Bronx and
Brooklyn, New York—stretching my faith, shaping my path of
service, and teaching me to care for people. Of course I am
aware of the problems of city life: IVe been followed down
lonely streets late at night, been propositioned by a prostitute
and her pimp, experienced burglaries and the fear of gang-
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In the city, a Savior
related violence. (Now, to put that in perspective, the closest
rape situation I've known about happened just around the
corner from our house in Elizabethtown, Pa.; a burglary of our
home in Nappanee cost us more than we lost in any city.)
Of this I am sure: the Brethren in Christ belong in the cities
of North America, because that's where people are—people
whom Christ came to save. The truth is, a number of Brethren
in Christ already are there; they often have to worship with
another group because there is no local Brethren in Christ
congregation.
Thus I applaud the recent decision of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns to publish a newsletter on urban ministry
called "City Talk" (see p. 19). Also in this issue are two articles
focusing on urban ministry (pp. 8-11). My hope is that as a
people we will experience a growing call to the city as a place of
ministry and church planting. Our overseas churches are a
testament to the willingness of earlier generations of Brethren
in Christ to adapt to new cultures, customs, and living conditions because of their response to the "uttermosts parts" of the
Great Commission. A number of our city churches also testify
to former generations who moved off the farm to the "Jerusalems and Samarias" of the Great Commission.
The Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas is our model:
Redeeming Love personified, making His way into an often
hostile world, where God's grace brings truth, wholeness, and
holiness into the lives of sinners.
What will be our generation's response? "For unto [us] is
born this day in the city . . . a Savior, Christ the Lord."
G
P.S.—I just learned that the work of Sheron Brunner at the
LifeLine Ministries' Women's Shelter is featured in Shalom
Lifestyles: Whole People, Whole Earth, the Foundation Series/
Youth Elective available in March 1991. More information
about this in a later issue of the Visitor.
*

*

*

*

*

From the staff of the Evangelical Visitor, together with the
staff of Evangel Press and Christian Light Bookstores, and the
members of the Boardfor Media Ministries, our fervent hope
that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ dwells in you richly at
this holiday season.
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We do make choices
by Harold Chubb

Sometimes we Christians fall into the
rut of feeling that we have few choices in
life. Especially if we are older, our
choices seem to diminish with age. Our
patterns become set, or our physical
well-being limits what we can do.
Younger people sometimes feel a hopelessness when they view the world situation. They may feel that no choice is a
good choice. Yet, God clearly gives his
people choice in three areas: time, commitment, and cooperation.
Time. Recently I left my car at the
garage to be serviced. As a part of their
service, they provide transportation for
their customers to and from their work.
Bob (the driver) and I began sharing
about how for seven years he has given
much of his time to working with young
boys and girls in midget baseball and
basketball. He was enthusiastic about
what he was doing for those young people. But now he has other responsibilities, his time is limited, and he has lost
his enthusiasm.
Time—what is it? It is one of the most
dependable creations; we all have the
same amount of it; and we all have the
choice of how to spend it. We will be
affected by our choice of how we use it.
When Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James,
and John from their fishing boats to
come follow him, they were busy at their
work of providing for their families. At
that moment they made a career change
and a choice to give their time to others
by following Jesus.
God allows each of us to choose our
use of time. How much of it do I give to
others by helping with needs, being in
ministry, or giving to the community?

How much do 1 give to myself for family, work, rest, and recreation? As we
look at ourselves and those around us
and ask what is happening in a 24-hour
day, what would our response be to that
last question? We do display just where
our commitments of time are focused by
our involvement.
Commitment. Commitment is an old
word that has recently been taking on
new meaning. Society and governmental laws have focused commitment on
"do your own thing; you must look out
for Number One. If you don't look out
for yourself, no one else will." Yet we do
have a responsibility to others, as well as
ourselves. Each of us is committed to
something, to some one person or event
more than others. But do we take time
to consider what it is we are committed
to?
Commitment is another area given to
us to make choices. Self-righteous and
self-serving attitudes concerning our time
and commitment will produce sin much
easier than an attitude of reaching beyond ourselves. First Peter 4:19 says
that Christians who suffer for Christ's
sake "should commit themselves to their
faithful Creator and continue to do
good." We are to be committed beyond
ourselves and use our time to do good.
Being effective with both our time and
commitment should involve cooperation with others. Together we can join in
sharing our time.
Cooperation. In the year 1984 the
Brethren in Christ began budgeting and
distributing funds under Cooperative
Ministries. I remember how excited I
was to think that the funds I gave to my
local congregation would be shared with
the other ministries of the denomination. My dollar now is distributed to all
those ministries that I wanted to be a
part of. Our congregational support of
Cooperative Ministries allows our gifts
to support Regional Conference and all
its ministries, plus all the various boards

and ministries of General Conference:
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns
and all the institutions that are part of it;
Messiah College and the covenant fund;
the Board of Administration, which
provides pastoral care to pastors, stewardship services, and leadership; the
Board for Congregational Life, which
conducts seminars, youth and singles
activities, and is instrumental in many
areas of congregational support; the
Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting, giving support to new churches
in North America; the Board for Ministry and Doctrine, which helps seminary
students, and deals with doctrinal issues;
and the Board for World Missions,
which reaches people beyond North
America with the gospel.
All of the aforementioned provide
much more ministry than I've highlighted, which makes it more exciting to
be committed to help financially. This
joint effort gives us opportunity to give
to a broader ministry. Cooperative Ministries is a place where you can give,
having confidence that your gifts and
offerings are going to be used as intended—for ministry.
If you desire to follow Jesus Christ in
your time, commitment, and cooperation, you need to be enthusiastic about
listening to and obeying God's call.
Peter makes it clear in Acts 5:29-32 that
times may change, but our commitment
cannot change. "We must obey God
rather than man." Be encouraged and
enthusiastic about your giving of time,
commitment, and cooperation. Indeed,
these are your choices to make.

Harold
Chubb,
is
general treasurer of the
Brethren
in
Christ
Church. He and his wife
Nancy are members of
the Hershev (Pa.) congregation.
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